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ABSTRACT

The character value of elementary school students’ independence is one of the problems that becomes a problem for
students. The formation of the character value for independence is not only a school task, but the role of the family is also
expected to form a character of independence. The purpose of this study was to analyze in depth the role of family
education in shaping the independent character values syudents of class IV elementary school. Independence becomes a
character value that must be embedded in students, so that independence becomes one of the attitudes needed in the
implementation of learning. Descriptive qualitative is the method used in conducting research. The informants used as
data sources included parents, students of class IV elementary school, and also class teachers. The techniques used in
collecting data include observation, interviews, and documentation. The data analysis used was Milles Huberman's
interactive model. The results showed that good family education has a positive role in the formation of the character
values for the independence students of class IV elementary school. This can be seen from the independent attitude shown
by students both in the family and school environment. Through good family education such as habituation that reflects
independence will shape student character. The positive impact of instilling the value of independence is that students are
able to fully participate in the learning process at school. The benefits that can be conveyed from the results of the
research should be for parents to be able to apply proper family education to elementary school age children, because this
education will have a positive impact on children.

1. INTRODUCTION

The implementation of education is expected to shape students' attitudes, knowledge and skills
(Asfiati & Mahdi, 2020; Sobron et al., 2019). SD education environment is an important means of
preparing students with excellent potential (Prasetyo, 2017). Education does not only prepare from a
positive perspective, but rather the formation of attitudes becomes an important object to emphasize.
Good education is education that is able to shape student character (Leyla & Komila, 2021; Messi &
Harapan, 2017). Elementary school age is an important stage in shaping student character, because
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students are in a period of dynamic development (Kurniawati et al., 2019; Utaminingsih, 2020). Given the
importance of character education for elementary age students, the role of all parties is needed in
preparing students with character. School is the second environment after family, school is a means of
shaping, fostering, and preparing students in an effort to educate the nation's life, so that the school
environment, especially the learning environment in elementary schools, becomes an important part in
shaping student attitudes and character. However, efforts to form the character of elementary school
students do not necessarily run smoothly because of situations and conditions that sometime become
obstacles for both students, schools and the community (Maryono et al., 2018; Rahmayani, 2019).

One of the important character values for elementary students to have is an independent attitude
(Makhmudah, 2018; Utami et al.,, 2019). Independent attitude is a character value that must be applied to
elementary school students, because there is an independent attitude, students will have good behavior
(Cahyani, 2020; Sari & Sari, 2019). Elementary school age students should have a behavior that reflects
independence both in learning activities or daily activities, so that the value of independence is important
for character education efforts for elementary age students. One of the character values in an effort to
shape the personality of elementary school students is the cultivation of the character value of
independence (Makhmudah, 2018; Maryono et al,, 2018). The importance of independence can be seen
clearly, because the value of independence is one part of the value of character education that can be
applied to elementary school students, so that independence must be instilled in elementary students
properly and optimally. The formation of the personality of children of age is the responsibility of all
parties, so that one of the important character values to emphasize in elementary school age students is
the character of independence (Kurniawati et al., 2019; Utaminingsih, 2020).

A creative person with regard to student independence (Tasaik & Tuasikal, 2018). independence
has an important position that can affect student life, especially elementary school age (Adnyana &
Citrawathi, 2017; Rahmayani, 2019). In accordance with this opinion, it is emphasized that one of the
characters that can influence the lives of elementary school age students is the value of independence.
independence is considered influencing because with students being able to show independent attitudes
both at home and in the school environment, students have a good reflection of personality (Maskuri,
2018; Sobri et al,, 2019). According to this, Ki Hajar Dewantara emphasized that there are three education
systems or commonly in the three education centers which means family education, school education, and
education in the community. Family is the main and first environment for a child's education (Amin, 2018;
Roksa & Kinsley, 2019). The role of the family is very important in shaping the personality of elementary
age students, because students will spend the most time with family (Rahmatullah, 2017; Thontowi &
Dardiri, 2019). A family that is able to bring character education to students is a family that can instill
moral values in their children. Here the pattern of harmony in the family is sufficient to determine the
formation of student personality, especially the formation of the character value of independence.

Problems that often arise in the family environment include the negligence of parents in
educating their children. Various factors can influence family education, from social status, occupation,
community environment, and culture (Gobena, 2018; Kucukkaragoz, 2020). The negligence that often
occurs in family education is that parents tend to think that when the child is at school there is no need for
family education. This problem often occurs due to the busyness and low knowledge of parents in
educating their children, especially elementary school students. Elementary school age is an important
period to form a character of independence. The family environment is a manifestation of the formation of
character values that are used to equip students in society, so it is important to instill character in
elementary school students, especially the value of independence. Success in family education will involve
the role of parents as a whole, because the education instilled by parents will have a long-term impact that
leads to the maturity of early childhood character (Gobena, 2018; Kamar et al,, 2020). Leading to this
opinion, namely to instill character values, especially independence, which can be through a family
learning environment (Pasuhuk, 2018; Sutika, 2017). The family is the main informal learning
environment in shaping children's attitudes and character. family background certainly affects the
socialization patterns of elementary school age children. Of course, the role of parents is inseparable from
the variety of parenting styles that are usually applied according to the characteristics of each family.
Parenting is an interaction given by parents to children to form attitudes and knowledge of children,
especially elementary school children. Supported by (Persada & Eko, 2017) that the involvement of
parents in providing education for children is an important thing to emphasize in an effort to develop
academic and non-academic potential in elementary age students.

The positive role of the family is certainly an important part of shaping students’ attitudes and
knowledge (Laksono et al.,, 2020; Sandowil et al., 2021). Parents are expected to position themselves so
that they will be able to provide good family education to children at elementary school age (Rafikayati &
Jauhari, 2018; Yulianingsih et al., 2020). Elementary school age children where vulnerable to be the
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negative impact of unfavorable community environment. here the family will act as a protection function
or protection for their children so that the good role of family or good family education is able to have a
positive impact on the formation of character values in students, especially the value of independence.
Independence must indeed have to be formed at an early age or elementary school period, where the
family environment plays an important role in fostering or forming an independent character, through
habits and rules that are cooperative with children, so that here it will familiarize SD children to master
the character of independence. in line with this, education in the family will teach good character to
children in order for children's character to have character so that a complete personality is formed
(Handayani et al., 2020).

The research findings support that the role of extended families in the character messages of
elementary school children is as follows. First research shows that parenting and family patterns that
emphasize discipline in elementary school age children will foster the character values possessed by
children (Puspitasari et al.,, 2013). The research carried out involved 125 children and mothers with a
cross sectional study design. From these research studies, there are several differences that stand out
from the research to be carried out. The first difference in the study is more than ordering, and ordering
the disciplinary character which is based on parenting styles. While this research will describe how the
role of the family in ordering independence to elementary age students. In addition, the differences
determined in this study also describe how independence is shown by students in the school environment
and in the family environment, so that some of these differences become one of the bases for conducting
this research. In accordance with these findings, it appears that the family plays a role in children, so that
here a harmonious family is needed in the message of the child's character.

A second research study shows that family care is related to the formation of disciplinary
character in grade IV SDN Gunung Tugel Sukoharjo Wonosobo (Safitri et al, 2020). The research
illustrates that democratic parenting can shape a child's discipline. The difference between this research
and this research is that it lies in the focus of the study which describes the discipline of children who are
influenced by their parents. Meanwhile, this research emphasizes more independent learning. In addition,
this study also focuses on democratic parenting provided by parents. However, this research focuses on
the role of the family, so that the existence of this research study also becomes the basis and support for
the implementation of this research. From the two research findings, it can be concluded that a good
family will be able to form character values that can be instilled in elementary school aged students. This
finding can be said to be an objective finding because at elementary school age students or children will
spend their time in the family environment, so that social processes can be used as a medium for
implementing good family education for elementary school aged students.

In accordance with the observations that have been carried out in grade IV of elementary school,
students tend to have different character values and independence. From these observations, students
stated that they received education provided by different parents. Family education which is applied by
the parents of grade IV students is the object of research in this study. In accordance with the descriptions
and relevant research studies, this study aims to find out more about the role of family education given by
parents to fourth grade elementary school students in shaping the values of independence. the research
objectives are important to carry out and become the basis for conducting research. The existence of this
research objective, the researcher will get an overview of the results of the research found, so that here it
has an impact on the character of elementary school aged students. In addition, the research findings will
also be useful for family groups who will provide the best assistance for their children. For this reason,
this study was conducted to obtain objective data findings.

2. METHOD

This research was conducted in class IV SD 1 Gulang, Mejobo District, Kudus Regency. This type
of research uses descriptive qualitative research (Bogdan & Biklen, 1982; Sugiyono, 2018). Grade IV
students, parents, and classroom teachers were the main informants in data collection. The number of
informants consisted of 4 parents and 4 students who were considered to represent the number of
classes. Data collection techniques used include observation, interviews, and observations. Parents of
students are the main informants as the main source of research data, because parents are families who
provide assistance to children. The interview used is a type of in-depth interview, where the researcher
will dig up as much information as possible in accordance with the research situation. Meanwhile, for data
analysis using the Milles Huberman model with the stages of data collection, data reduction, data
presentation, verification, and drawing conclusions (Milles & Huberman, 1992). The data collection
process begins with the data collection stage by means of researchers conducting observations and
interviews. After the data is collected, data reduction is carried out so that the data submitted is easy to
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understand. Next is the stage of presenting the data. The collected data is presented interactively until the
data becomes saturated, after the data is presented, the final stage is verification and the conclusion stage.
The measure used in determining the success of a study is to use the independent value indicator, so that
the research results can be objective.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Result

As an endeavor to form a civilized human being, it is hoped that not only in terms of knowledge
will be provided by the elementary school environment. The function of the elementary education
environment is to form and construct academic and non-academic knowledge of early childhood students.
In addition, the educational environment is also a place for socialization for children. a child or student
will interact with the environment and peers in the formal education environment. But not only that, to
form a complete generation requires a character that still fully adheres to the values that are believed to
be the guidelines for society. The importance of cultivating character at elementary school age is urgently
needed and addressed by all parties. In the era of globalization, a complete character is needed to respond
to the negative effects of globalization, so that character building in elementary students is important. The
results showed that the family has an optimal role in shaping the character values for the independence of
fourth grade students. This is indicated by a positive attitude and character that reflects the independence
shown by students who become research informants. The character of independence that students have is
shown by their attitude in the family environment which shows the points of independent attitude. In
addition, it has an impact on the positive situation of students which is shown in activities in the school
environment, where students have an independent attitude in learning and are able to follow learning
well. As for the independent attitude items shown by the students, the results showed that family life is a
community that has a significant influence. The influence shown by the family is indicated by the
cultivation of character or positive family education.

The method used by the family is through habituation and giving advice to children. This is
considered to have a positive role in shaping the character of independence. habituation of activities in the
home environment is the basis for the formation of independence because positive habituation will have
an impact on positive attitudes and behavior of children or students. The existence of this shows the
importance of the family in providing assistance to children, so that the findings of this study illustrate
that the independence of a child can be formed from the family environment. In addition to the
elementary education environment, to shape the character of students, it can be reached through the
family environment. Family is the first learning environment for elementary age students. The role of the
family determines character and character as an effort to shape personality. As the first environment for
children, the family has its function as primary education from all aspects that become provisions for
elementary school age children or students. One of the important character values for elementary school
students to have is independence. independence is where the attitude of students is able to move in a
disciplined and orderly manner and be carried out independently. Independence is one of the values to
strengthen character education. (Ahmadi et al., 2017) character education is an effort to form the attitude
of the younger generation to face the 21st century.

Independence is also able to form positive attitudes of students in learning activities in the school
environment. Children will be able to learn well and even have an attitude of independent learning
through the cultivation of character education by the family environment. Good learning activities must be
able to be carried out with character ethics in students, so that learning does not only fulfill academic
aspects but also needs character aspects. Independence is one of the fundamental internal factors by a
person, because independence becomes a bridge to escape the dependence of others (Husna, 2017;
Makhmudah, 2018). Furthermore, independence is an important component of the personality of an
individual, someone who has good independence tends to be able to face problems (Cahyani, 2020; Tasaik
& Tuasikal, 2018). Family plays a role as education that affects the attitudes and personality of students,
so that the family here can be interpreted as family education for elementary age students (Feronika &
Sihotang, 2016; Yulianingsih et al.,, 2020). Family education is the role of the family in providing
socialization and giving the value of life to children in seeking personality formation. Family education is
assistance provided by parents to their children by paying attention to the values instilled in the child.
Family education provided by fourth grade students of SD 1 Gulang provides a role for the formation of
students' attitudes and personalities. The importance of education in the family is considered to be a
central role, because in the family environment a child learns the values and social ethics that exist in
society. Here, the family can prove its role in the form of providing protection and education in preparing
ethical students.
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Families in providing education to a child have their own characteristics. Various factors can
influence families in providing assistance and care to children, especially elementary school age. Starting
from culture, economic conditions, community environment, education, and internal aspects of parents.
culture and habits that exist in a particular society will certainly influence the attitudes given by the family
to their children, because they will be adjusted to the cultural conditions of the community. In addition,
family educational background also affects the mindset of parents. Parents' mindset is an important thing
in an effort to provide education to children at elementary school age. Families with higher educational
backgrounds and without, will have an effect on providing family education to children or students.
Parents' knowledge is very important because it is a family provision in understanding the child's
condition. In accordance with this explanation, it can be emphasized and concluded that family education
has a role in shaping the character of independence for grade IV SD 1 Gulang students. The research
findings are emphasized and can be said as objective research findings because the family is the first and
foremost environment for children to learn. The positive impact of family education for SD 1 Gulang
students is that there are points of attitude that reflect a virtuous character. The success of family
education is determined by the role of parents to children at elementary school age (Kamar et al., 2020;
McKenzie et al., 2020). In addition, the positive effect can be seen from the activities of students who have
an independent attitude in learning, socializing at school, and following learning well. This shows that
there is a synergy between family education and school education that can run in harmony. Research a
democratic family can have an influence on the learning outcomes of elementary school students. It is
hoped that there will be cooperation between parents and schools in trying to establish academic and
non-academic aspects of elementary students (Setiawan, 2020).

4. CONCLUSION

The results showed that family education has a positive impact and plays a role in the formation
of the value of independence embedded in the fourth grade students of SD 1 Gulang. Family education is
provided by providing advice, motivation, and role models by parents. Assistance that pays attention to
students is one of the determinants of character building independence. Families often pay attention to
the patterns and patterns of students' daily learning, so that students have routine activities in shaping the
character of independence. The value of the independence character of fourth grade elementary school
students is indicated by the presence of attitudes and actions that reflect an independent attitude in the
family environment. In addition, it also has an impact on learning patterns so that students can learn
independently and can follow learning well. Thus it can be concluded objectively that family education can
provide an optimal influence in shaping the independent value of elementary school aged students.
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