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ABSTRACT
The Indonesian government established a Learning from Home (BDR) policy related to learning during the Covid-19
pandemic. This article aims to analysis learning strategies from home during the Covid-19 pandemic in Indonesian
private elementary schools. The research method was carried out in a descriptive qualitative manner. Collecting data
through interviews, observation, and documentation. Data analysis in this qualitative research was started when the
data collection took place, and after the data collection was completed within a certain period. The data analysis
implemented content analysis techniques. Activities in data analysis included data reduction which summarized,
chose the main points, focused on the important things, as well as looking for themes and patterns. Moreover, data
display organized the data, arranged in a relationship pattern, so that it would be more easily understood. The
research subjects were the principal (key informant), teacher, students, 2 guardians. The results of the analysis show
that BDR is carried out using blended learning (synchronous and asynchronous). Synchronous implementation using
social media (WA, IG, Zoom, Google meet) and school learning applications with a duration of 1-3 hours. Meanwhile,
asynchronous is done by sending assignments/projects/questions via social media or the PANDHAWA application
every day or once a week. Different strategies are following the readiness of schools, infrastructure, human resources,
teachers, students, and parents. With various BDR strategies implemented, schools can overcome deficiencies and
improve and develop the quality of learning.

1. INTRODUCTION

COVID-19, known as 2019-nCoV, is a new corona virus disease that became known at the end of
December 2019 in Wuhan, China (Masonbrink & Hurley, 2020). The corona virus is a large virus family
that usually attacks the respiratory tract organs (Spinelli & Pellino, 2020). This name comes from the
Latin word “Corona”, meaning crown, because of the sharp edges that surround this virus (Chowell &
Mizumoto, 2020). These viruses act more like highly contagious ones such as influenza (Bostan et al,,
2020) more quickly than scientists found in their slow-moving viral relatives, SARS and MERSS (Alrefaie
et al,, 2020). The current condition is a very critical public health problem, and requires proactive action
to protect the public (Phelps & Sperry, 2020). This is based on data as of May 17, 2021 on the official
covid-19 website https://covid19.go.id/, as many as 3.375.573 people died out of 162.773.940 confirmed
cases. This situation, along with its spread in 223 nations, is expected to continue mining. Indonesia
recorded 48.305 deaths from 1.744.045 confirmed cases. The effect caused by this virus is so great. The
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handling of this virus affects a variety of fields, including the field of education (Chowell & Mizumoto,
2020; Masonbrink & Hurley, 2020). So that appropriate efforts are needed so that learning can take place
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In order to prevent the transmission of Covid-19, the Ministry of
Education and Culture issued three circular letters related to the prevention and treatment of Covid-19.
Regarding the instructions regarding the learning process from home, each school has different strategies
to make it happen, both public and private schools. This is related to learning from home involving
teachers and students through Distance Learning (Arifa, 2020; Kurniasari et al,, 2020). In addition, it also
involves school readiness, infrastructure, human resources for teachers, students and parents. One of the
strategies used is online learning or learning from home. It is called BDR.

The BDR provisions are as follows: a. Home learning through online learning is implemented to
provide meaningful learning experiences for students. It is also intended to reduce the burden on students
on the demands of completing all curriculum achievements for the requirements for class promotion and
graduation; b. Learning from home can focus on life skills education related to the Covid-19 pandemic; c.
Home Learning activities and assignments may differ between students, according to their interests and
conditions, taking into account gaps in access/learning facilities at home; d. Indications or products of
Learning from Home activities are given qualitatively and useful feedback from the teacher, without
having to provide quantitative values (Kurniasari et al., 2020; Rasmitadila et al., 2020). Some of the
provisions above, every school has the freedom to innovate in making it happen. Like the related example
of 'providing meaningful experiences for students, schools manifest in various ways. The results of
interviews with representatives of guardians of students of Muhammadiyah elementary school 9 and Bani
Hashim elementary school on 07-08 December 2020, it is known that the assignments given to students
are different, even though the material being studied is the same. One school puts forward the skills of
students and another school uses drilling questions. Private schools tend to be more flexible and varied in
implementing BDR which provides meaningful learning experiences for students. This is inseparable from
the pre-existing culture, where each private school has different characteristics from the others. The
results of observations at Muhammadiyah elementary school 9 and Bani Hashim elementary school,
Indonesia in early December 2020 note that the life skills education is closely related to the quality of the
teachers, the availability of infrastructure and the learning content presented. From that basis, a learning
strategy during a pandemic known as BDR was designed.

This learning strategy from home or known as BDR is a solution to the problems that exist in
learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. This strategy is an effort to provide optimal educational services.
At BDR, teachers are also required to prepare learning tools that allow students to learn from home
(Chetty et al., 2007; Harahap & Siregar, 2018). This situation allows teachers to change their teaching and
learning strategies (Siregar, 2017). The use of appropriate teaching strategies as well as teacher behavior
and attitudes in managing the teaching and learning process is needed by students during the Covid-19
pandemic, namely online learning in the home learning program (Wardani & Ayriza, 2020; Zuo et al,
2020). The right learning strategy is used to answer the mental health needs of children, especially in the
field of trauma, which has become a national public health concern and affects various other fields (Phelps
& Sperry, 2020). In addition, the strategy carried out in private elementary schools is not only to maintain
the quality of learning. But also to maintain the existence of the school. Therefore, it is necessary to do
more in-depth research related to the BDR strategy carried out by Muhammadiyah elementary school 9
and Bani Hashim elementary school, Malang Indonesia. This directly or indirectly means that each school
has different preparations and practices in implementing different home learning strategies.

Therefore, referring to the description above, this study aims to examine the learning from home
strategies during the Covid-19 pandemic in Indonesian private elementary schools. In responding to and
overcoming these problems, many researchers and experts have explored and analyzed online learning.
Previous research includes online learning during a pandemic (Adnan & Anwar, 2020; Fauzi & Khusuma,
2020) and design of an online learning platform (Kersting et al., 2018; Wang, 2019). In addition to some of
the things that have been described previously, the new thing offered in this research is related to analysis
in the form of descriptive exposure about learning strategies during a pandemic that has been carried out
in private elementary schools. Based on the description above, the researcher hopes that this study and
learning innovation will contribute to policy makers, principals, teachers and parents. From a scientific
perspective, the results of this study provide a new model for online learning during the COVID-19
pandemic.

2. METHOD

The research method is descriptive with a qualitative research approach. Qualitative data is a
source of reasonable and process human descriptions and explanations. With qualitative data, both the
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chronology and the interpretation can be clarified (Bloomberg & Volpe, 2018). A qualitative approach was
intended to understand the phenomena about what was experienced by research subjects such as their
behaviour, perception, motivation, action, and so on holistically, and utilising descriptions in the form of
words and language, in a special natural context and by utilising various scientific methods. Therefore,
this qualitative descriptive study will describe a) Learning from Home Strategy (BDR), b) Strengths and
weaknesses of each Learning from Home Strategy. The subjects of this study were 2 school principals, 2
teachers, 2 students and 2 guardians of students of Muhammadiyah 9 Elementary School Malang City and
Bani Hasyim Elementary School of Malang, East Java, Indonesia. Among the research subjects, the
principal of each school was the key informant in this study. The study focused on the description of
learning from home strategies and the strengths and weaknesses of these strategies. Therefore, concerns
related to how the implementation of school policies are described in detail in this study. As other
qualitative descriptive studies, data collection in this study used open structured interviews (Creswell &
Clark, 2017). The interview process was carried out online via WA. Interviews were conducted on
research subjects. In addition, data collection was also carried out by observation and documentation in
December 2020. The instruments in this research is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Research Instrument Grid

No Aspect Indicators

1. Learning from home strategies Lesson plan
Implementation
Evaluation

2. Strengths of the Learning from Home Strategy Infrastructure
Teacher
Teaching materials
Evaluation

3. Weaknesses of the Learning from Home Strategy Infrastructure
Teacher
Teaching materials
Evaluation

The data in this study were compiled through several techniques, namely observation, interviews,
and documentation. The researchers observed the activities of students and teachers and environmental
conditions (class). Researchers also conducted interviews with 2 school principals, 2 teachers, 2 students
and 2 guardians. Various learning materials and products used by the teacher and the products produced
by students were documented to enrich research data. Data Analysis Data analysis in this qualitative
research was started when the data collection took place, and after the data collection was completed
within a certain period. The data analysis implemented content analysis techniques. Activities in data
analysis included data reduction which summarized, chose the main points, focused on the important
things, as well as looking for themes and patterns. Moreover, data display organized the data, arranged in
a relationship pattern, so that it would be more easily understood. Finally, the conclusion
drawing/verification was to conclude the data originally compiled as temporary and would change if no
substantial evidence was found that supports the next stage of data collection. If the conclusions
expressed at an early stage were supported by valid and consistent evidence by the time the researchers
returned to the field to collect data, then the conclusions put forward were assumed as credible
conclusions.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Result

Understand that the presence of the teacher cannot be replaced, but teachers need to be
supported to be able to disseminate knowledge in a more interactive and fun for learning, it is necessary
to be implemented the right strategy. This study aims to analyze learning from home strategies, the
strengths and weaknesses of each home learning strategy. This learning from home strategy is part of the
learning policy in the context of handling the Covid-19 outbreak carried out by Muhammadiyah 9
Elementary School Malang City and Bani Hasyim Elementary School of Malang, East Java, Indonesia. As
data collection conducted in December 2020, it is known that the two schools have carried out learning in
accordance with Circular (SE) Number 4 of 2020 dated March 24, 2020, namely Learning from Home
(Arifa, 2020). The research that was carried out was described in accordance with the results of the six
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steps of data analysis which began with the following coding stages. The coding of research results is
shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Coding of research results

No Aspect Subject Coding
1. Learning from home Principals, Students’ The three schools apply
strategies Guardian, Teacher synchronous and asynchronous
with different implementation
strategies
2. Strengths of the Principals, Students’ a. Forstudents
Learning from Home Guardian, Teacher, Students b. For teacher
Strategy c. Forstudents’ guardian
d. For the principals
3. Weaknesses of the Principals, Students’ a. Forstudents
Learning from Home Guardian, Teacher, Students b. For teacher
Strategy c. Forstudents’ guardian
d. For the principals

Coding in table 2 is to summarize, highlight the message, capture the essence of a portion of data,
whether it is language -based data or visual data. As for the explanation of learning from home as follows.
In general, the results of the data analysis in the second to sixth steps describe the home learning strategy
as well as the strengths and weaknesses of each strategy. Based on the results of interviews, observations
and documentation to the principal as the key informant as well as to the teachers, guardians of students
and students of these 2 schools during December 2020, it is known that the data on learning strategies
from home as well as the strengths and weaknesses of each strategy.

Muhammadiyah 9 Elementary School Malang City implements the learning strategy from home as
part of the policy to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic through learning from home in a synchronous and
asynchronous way. The strategy is carried out by optimizing social media that takes place every day.
Social media is used to send learning package, media, teaching materials, worksheets and student
evaluation links (Salamah, 2017). In addition, social media is used as a medium for collecting student
work results every day. Based on the results of interviews with grade 6 teachers of Muhammadiyah 9
Elementary School Malang City on December 10, 2020, most of the learning process from home through
online learning is currently still using the WhatsApp group facility on smart phone devices. The teacher
sends a package of materials, media, teaching materials, worksheets and student evaluation links to
students via the WhatsApp group, both through the parents' group and their respective class groups. For
example, on Monday, there is thematic learning, SBAP (Cultural Arts and Crafts) and Islamic studies. Then
the materials and assignments were sent in the morning (06.00-07.00) according to the schedule. The
teacher sends thematic learning materials and assignments according to the schedule when the thematic
learning schedule takes place.

Meanwhile, for the sending of learning materials to the lower classes, it is carried out in detail
every day and written in a simple manner directly referring to the pages that must be read, practiced or
completed. Especially for 15t and 2nd grades, the class teacher has prepared a module for learning which
contains learning material, student worksheets. During the completion of the assignment, if students feel
there is a lack of understanding or learning difficulties, students can ask the Teacher anytime by
WhatsApp that has been scheduled by the Teacher. According to the 6% grades teacher as one of the
research subjects interviewed on December 11, 2020, it was stated that the difficulty levels of students
were different in several factors, one of which is parental assistance to students. If students have a career
parents, students and parents need more assistance from the teacher both for completing assignments
and in understanding the material. The teacher has additional duties, not only to provide understanding to
students, but also provides understanding for parents. However, the difference is that for parents, there is
more understanding regarding the delivery of daily tasks. On the other hand, learning from home has
additional impact on parents, namely stimulating closeness between family members. According to the
parents, the tasks given by the Teacher involve more family members. Therefore, during learning from
home, students do not get bored and increase the closeness between other family members. In addition,
learning from home is a stimulus for students to care more about the environment.

The use of the surrounding environment is also part of a variety of learning from home packages.
Of course, the condition of students is very dependent on parental assistance. If many students are left by
their parents to complete assignments independently, the daily material package is considered as a
burden by students. At this point, the teacher provides a lot of assistance through synchronous activities
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using social media as the results of observations at synchronous times. Therefore, the maximum collection
of assignments at 19.00 according to the parents is very humane for all students with various conditions.
This means that after work, each parent still has time to assist the children in learning and completing
assignments. Meanwhile, the time in one day when students do not complete the assignment is used for
character habituation activities or memorizing letters in the Holy Quran. Especially for the habituation of
character and memorization of the letters of the Holy Quran according to the grade level. This is because
as an Islamic school, this elementary school under the guidance of the University of Muhammadiyah
Malang has implemented memorizing targets for short letters of the Holy Quran to all students. Therefore,
learning from home is carried out synchronously and asynchronously. But the strategy is done by
providing learning packages every day. Synchronous activities are carried out for assistance for students
according to the agreement of the teacher, student and students’ guardian.

Based on the description of the results above, learning from home has become a new habit that
has its own strengths and weaknesses. However, both the principal, teachers and student guardians have
the same answer that face-to-face learning activities are better for student development, both academic
and non-academic as well as students' psychological development. On the other hand, students also prefer
face-to-face learning because they can interact with other students. In implementing learning from home,
Bani Hasyim Elementary School of Malang implements learning strategies using applications.
Synchronous and asynchronous learning activities using the PANDAWA application. Pandawa is an
acronym of “Panduan Pembelajaran Daring Siswa”. According to the Principal, this application was
developed by the teacher in the last 6 months to support learning from home strategies. Based on the
results of interviews with the Principal of Bani Hasyim Elementary School of Malang on December 10,
2020 regarding the application of the PANDAWA application, it is known that this application really
supports learning from home activities. Students must enter the application every day to find out the
learning videos, teaching materials and assignments given by the teacher, which are on the learning video
link in the application. All grade levels have been facilitated by the PANDAWA application. The person
who in charge of the application is each teacher according to the class level. Teachers develop materials,
teaching materials, worksheets and assessment questions. Therefore, with use this application then a
teacher or employees don't need paper anymore to print the quiz or questionnaire. Time what it needs
will also be more efficient in handing out, gathering back and analyze the results of the quizzes and
questionnaires. Thus, this application is perfect used to gather opinions a group of distant and difficult
people collected, manage event registration or school via internet pages, collect data, make quizzes
sudden, and more. Furthermore, the IT team helped to enter the PANDAWA application.

According to the 4t grade students at SD Bani Hasyim, this application directs students to learn
face to face in class as before, but done it from home. This is because learning activities before learning
from home also use a lot of learning videos. Therefore, when studying from home using applications,
students are not awkward. Students receive directions for learning activities by the application every day,
then proceed with carrying out activities according to the directions in the application. Students are freely
to chat with the teacher either using the application or using social media. Thus, if there are
misconceptions or difficulties in their learning, they can be handled properly. This is what Bani Hasyim
Elementary School of Malang later called synchronous activity.

The PANDAWA application requires teachers to be creative in presenting learning techniques.
This is what makes the parents believe that learning from home does not reduce the quality of learning.
Although on the other hand learning from home requires a lot of data packages because it has to provide
guidance on the stages of learning. The results of the assessment of student work that have been collected
can also be seen in this PANDAWA application. Through the same application, students can also interact
with other friends. Therefore, the existence of this applications is very helpful when studying from home.
Nevertheless, both the Principal, Students, Teachers and student guardians have high hopes that face-to-
face learning can be carried out as soon as possible. This is because with face to face learning, students can
interact directly and support student development where the age of the students is at the stage of playing
development.

Based on the results of the analysis regarding the learning from home strategy, it is known that
the strengths and weaknesses of the learning from home strategy in these two private schools in Malang.
The strengths and weaknesses are described for students, teachers, schools and student guardians as
described below. The advantages of learning from home strategies are a) flexibility in the learning time, b)
increasing student interaction with parents, teachers and teaching materials, ¢) students are more
independent and responsible for their duties, d) students' communication and questioning skills are
improved, e) mastering IT and social media for students and parents, f) the use of social media and
applications can minimalize misconceptions and student learning difficulties, g) increasing the creativity
of teachers in preparing resources, media and teaching materials in learning, h) quality assurance of
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learning can be done properly, i) schools have the opportunity to identify improvements in human
resources and facilities and infrastructure, j) opening opportunities or job vacancies for IT experts, k)
using of applications learning can minimize paper usage, 1) the use of applications can minimize the time
and effort for conducting assessments.

Then the weaknesses of online learning strategies are a) there may be differences in
understanding of the material and misconceptions that cannot be resolved immediately, b) when learning
is sent in the form of a learning package, there is a time delay when there are misconceptions or learning
difficulties, c) both teachers and students can experience problems if they do not have access to a strong
internet network, d) requires the presence of teachers and students to be present at the same time, so that
if there are obstacles to the presence of both, it will make scheduling difficulties, e) not able to detect
active and inactive students, f) synchronous activities consume a large amount of internet quota, but when
receiving quota assistance from the government or schools it becomes lighter, g) requires supporting
infrastructure to prepare learning packages and learning applications, h) parents' time is used up for
children's zoom meeting activities. On the other hand, parents also have to work. So there needs to be
another solution for students whose parents work, i) students are vulnerable to opening other content.
For example, games or negative content.

Discussion

Learning from home using online learning, forcing schools directly or indirectly to follow the
online learning flow so that learning can be held (Kurniasari et al,, 2020; Rasmitadila et al., 2020). Full
online learning is carried out from 1st to 6th grade in elementary school, in accordance with Circular (SE)
Number 4 of 2020 dated March 24, 2020, namely Learning from Home (Arifa, 2020; Barker et al., 2020).
Based on the results of interviews with the principal, teachers, students and guardians of students in mid-
December 2020, information was obtained that the school had provided online assignments since the
Covid-19 pandemic in early March 2020. The platforms used by each school is vary, including PANDAWA
application that is managed by schools, Instagram, email and all schools that support the application of
learning from home. Therefore, when learning from home occurs, the learning has been able to run well
and even developments have been carried out in the learning process in the form of applications. Thus, it
becomes the positive value of learning from home, where schools carry out learning-oriented in the 21st
century (Costa et al., 2021). These two schools are the leading private schools in the City of Education.
This means that in terms of human resources and facilities and infrastructure, both educators and
students are ready (Murata et al., 2012). Although many are forced to be prepared for learning which is
usually carried out face-to-face, it has turned into an online learning system. For schools that are
accustomed to using technological devices in teaching and learning activities, of course this is a trigger for
all elements of the school to develop according to technological advances (Plass & Kaplan, 2016).

However, as something new, learning from home using online platform, students are very
dependent on teachers (Costa et al., 2021). Technological complexity has not been able to encourage
fluency in learning without good internet access (Leonard, 2016). In addition, parental assistance is one of
the keys to successful learning from home (Jasinski, 2012; Sanner & Neece, 2018). The habit of using
technology for the community and parental assistance are parts of the success of learning from home
(Jasinski, 2012; Mellon & Moutavelis, 2011). During the learning from home activities, Teacher has also
additional assignments. Not only helping students to learn, but also teaching parents to be able to access
the technology (Wilder, 2014). Therefore, the school took various policies in addressing learning from
home strategies during Covid-19. This includes habits that are carried out in the family environment
(Sanner & Neece, 2018). The use of applications and social media in the learning process that supports the
paper saving program as form of environmental care (Batubara, 2016).

The platforms used by teachers in the implementation of learning from home are expected not
only to focus on academic or cognitive achievements, but also emphasize the development of life skills and
character, such as independent, disciplined and responsible characters (Kautsar & Edi, 2017; Volker,
2018). This is one of the keys to be meaningful and enjoyable learning for students (Ansari et al., 2016;
Setyaningrum, 2013; Wardani & Ayriza, 2020). At this time, Ki Hajar Dewantara's statement fits perfectly,
"make every house a school and make everyone a teacher". Therefore, the jargon conveyed by the
Ministry of Education and Culture on the commemoration of National Education Day, namely "Learning
from Covid-19" has a lot of meaning in civilizing quality and being able to develop the quality of learning
that has been implemented by schools (Vélker, 2018; Zuo et al,, 2020). The period of handling the Covid-
19 pandemic has become a medium for increasing the human resource of teachers directly or indirectly
(Harpaz, 2014; Leonard, 2016) . The success of learning from home by implementing its various strategies
is one of the benchmarks for the quality of education in this country (Hafermalz & Riemer, 2020). In the
end, it will appear directly or indirectly, that the school is ready to welcome all changes or not. Especially
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in the face of changing times and changes in generations at this time and in the future (Plass & Kaplan,
2016). The success of learning from home by implementing various strategies is one of the standards for
the quality of education in this country (Arifa, 2020). In the end, it will appear directly or indirectly, that
the school who is ready to welcome all changes and who are not. Especially changes in the face of
changing times and changing generations in the present and future (Wilder, 2014). Based on the results
and discussion, this research is limited to private elementary schools in Indonesia. This research also
provides benefits to teachers, principals and parents in designing learning during the pandemic. This
strategy can be used as an alternative to learning with an implementation guide. This makes it easier for
stakeholders to implement learning.

4. CONCLUSION

It is known that learning from home strategies are Synchronous and Asynchronous Using Social
Media and Synchronous and Asynchronous Using Learning Applications. The strategies carried out are a)
learning packages containing teaching material, learning media, teaching materials, student worksheets
and evaluation questions using social media, b) using the PANDAWA learning application which contains
school content (vision, mission, school march) and learning videos which contain learning packages every
day. Asynchronous activities are aimed at providing assistance to students, minimizing misconceptions
and student learning difficulties. Based on the research results, the power of home learning strategy
consists of twelve analyzes. While the weaknesses of online learning strategies based on the findings
consist of nine weaknesses. For example, games or negative content. Furthermore, there are several
recommendations that need to be considered, and further considered, especially by advanced researchers.
The recommendations are related to a) the preparation of an optimal lesson plan, b) this strategy can be
implemented with material content that is in accordance with thematic learning, c) it is necessary to
design a systematic learning evaluation, d) a learning guide book from home can be accessed online, and
e) research development is needed for public elementary schools.
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