International Journal of Elementary Education
Volume 5, Number 3, Tahun 2021, pp. 343-349
P-ISSN: 2579-7158 E-ISSN: 2549-6050
Open Access: https://ejournal.undiksha.ac.id/index.php/IJEE

Character Education on the Hindu Religious Education in
Elementary Schools
I Nyoman Kiriana1*, I Dewa Ayu Made Manu Okta Priantini2
1
2

Universitas Hindu Negeri I Gusti Bagus Sugriwa
Universitas Dwijendra

ARTICLE INFO
Article history:
Received April 22, 2021
Revised April 30, 2021
Accepted July 14, 2021
Available online August 25, 2021
Kata Kunci:
Pendidikan Karakter, Proses
Pembelajaran, Pendidikan Agama
Hindu
Keywords:
Character Education, Learning
Process, Hindu Religious Education

This is an open access article under the CC
BY-SA license.
Copyright © 2021 by Author. Published by
Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha.

ABSTRAK
Permasalahan yang melatarbelakangi penelitian ini adalah masih kurangnya
penanaman nilai-nilai karakter di kalangan peserta didik. Penelitian ini bertujuan
untuk menganalisis pengimplementasian pendidikan karakter dalam proses
pembelajaran pendidikan agama Hindu. Jenis penelitian ini adalah kualitatif
dengan menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif. Subjek dalam penelitian ini
adalah guru dan siswa SD. Teknik pengumpulan data yang digunakan dalam
penelitian ini yaitu observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Metode analisis data
yang digunakan adalah analisis deskriptif kualitatif dengan tahapan: mencari dan
menyusun secara sistematis data yang diperoleh dari hasil wawancara; mencatat
temuan lapangan dan mendokumentasikannya dengan cara mengorganisasikan
data ke dalam kategori; menjabarkan ke dalam unit-unit; melakukan sintesa;
menyusun ke dalam pola; memilih yang penting dan yang akan dipelajari; dan
membuat simpulan sehingga mudah dipahami oleh diri sendiri maupun orang lain.
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pengimplementasian pendidikan karakter
hanya terdapat 14 nilai karakter yang ditemukan. Nilai karakter yang diteliti
terdiri atas 18 nilai karakter dalam pengembangan pendidikan budaya dan
karakter bangsa oleh Kemendikbud. Jadi, dapat ditarik simpulan bahwa
penanaman nilai karakter sudah dilaksanakan dengan sangat baik walaupun
belum maksimal.

ABSTRACT
The problem behind this research was the lack of inculcation of character values among students. This research aims
to analyze the implementation of character education in the learning process of Hindu religious education. This type
of research was qualitative using a qualitative descriptive approach. The subjects in this research were elementary
school teachers and students. Data collection techniques used in this research were observation, interviews and
documentation. The data analysis method used was in the form of qualitative descriptive analysis, namely the process
of systematically searching and compiling data obtained from interviews, field notes, and documentation, by
organizing data into categories, breaking down into units, synthesizing, compiling into patterns, choosing which ones
are important, and which will be studied, and making conclusions so that they are easily understood by themselves
and others. Based on the result of this research and discussion described, it can be concluded that the implementation
of character education was only able to find 14 characters. The character values achieved consist of 18 character
values in the development of cultural and national character education by the Ministry of Education and Culture so
that it can be concluded that the inculcation of values has been carried out well even though it was still maximal.

1. INTRODUCTION
Education is something that is very important for human life today (Fikriyah et al., 2020; Muliani
& Wibawa, 2019). Education can be obtained both formally and non-formally. Formal education is
obtained through participation in programs that have been designed in a structured manner by an
institution, department or ministry in a country, while non-formal education is knowledge gained by
humans in everyday life (various experiences) either they feel alone or learned from others through
observing or following (Fitron, 2020; Wijanarti et al., 2019). The development of education in Indonesia
has undergone several improvements in order to provide quality education for students (Farindhni, 2018;
Parwati, 2015). These developments brought the education system not only to think about mastery of the
material or in terms of cognitive, but also to place character education as the soul of National Education
(Maisaro et al., 2018; Omeri, 2015; Yusanti & Kistian, 2020). This is done with the aim of developing the
potential of students to become human beings who believe and fear God Almighty, have noble character,
are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become democratic and responsible
citizens (Islam, 2017; Omeri, 2015).
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Character itself is something that is not inherited, but something that is built continuously day by
day through thoughts and actions, thoughts, actions for actions (Hamid et al., 2018; Julaeha, 2019).
Character is also a person's ability to know the good, want the good, and do everything that is good
(Ariyanti et al., 2019). While character education has the meaning of developing the ability of learners to
behave well which is marked by the improvement of various abilities that will make humans as divine
beings (subject to the concept of divinity), and carry out the mandate as leaders in the world (Wahyudi et
al., 2019). Character education which is the main point in the current education system is one of the
fundamental efforts in creating learning situations that meet the needs of students' self-development in
learning interactions designed to form students with character (Islam, 2017; Samrin, 2016). It is hoped
that through character education, students will be able to make students as individuals who are devoted
to God Almighty, have strong faith so that they give birth to virtuous individuals, are tolerant of others,
have fighting motivation and are able to work hard, achieve and be disciplined, have an attitude of respect
for other people and democratic, responsible, creative and independent (Agung, 2017; Putri, 2018).
In fact, what is happening in the field today is that there are still many moral or character
deviations from early childhood to university levels (Priantini & Darwati, 2019). There are still many
students who have the habit of cheating on tests or exams. The desire to graduate quickly and on time in
an easy way without having to work hard so that students adopt various unethical ways (Swarniti,
2021b). Even students who do not pass, some of them are desperate to do actions that hurt themselves or
even commit suicide (Santika, 2021). There are still many plagiarism of assignments among students. This
deviation has explained that currently the character education that is being glorified has not been fully
implemented properly (Purandina & Winaya, 2020). On the other hand, in formal education, educators
have a very important role in shaping the character of students by integrating character education during
the implementation of learning (Santika, 2017). This statement is supported by the national character
development policy for 2010-2025 which states that character education in teaching and learning
activities in the classroom is carried out using an integrated approach in all subjects (Jumardi, 2017;
Kistanti, 2019). From the policy statement, it means that the development of character education is not
only integrated into Citizenship Education subjects, but also in Hindu religious education.
Hindu religious education aims to instill values in students to have Sradha and Bhakti to Brahman
(God Almighty) and develop students' abilities, knowledge, attitudes and skills to become experts in Hindu
religion and have knowledge, are capable, creative, independent and become a democratic citizen and be
responsible for the understanding of the Vedas (Irawan, 2018; Widyana, 2018). Based on the results of
observations on the implementation of religious education subjects at SD Negeri 2 Yehkuning, the
integration of the implementation of character education has not been effective. This can be seen from the
frequent finding of students who are truant and like to cheat on their friends' work, especially in this
subject (Swarniti, 2021a). These problems certainly require more attention from teachers to take the
initiative to emphasize character education. From the problems found, researchers are interested in
identifying the implementation of character education in the implementation of learning religious
education courses. Character education is basically very closely related to religious education (Priantini,
2021). Character education is defined as value education, character education (budi pekerti), moral
education, character education (watak), which aims to develop the ability of students to make good and
bad decisions and have the same goals as religious education (Rizqi et al., 2018). Character education aims
to improve the quality of educational processes and outcomes that lead to the formation of the character
and noble character of students in a complete, integrated, and balanced manner, in accordance with the
competency standards of graduates in each educational unit (Yusanti & Kistian, 2020). There are 18 points
of character education values that can be applied to students, namely religious, honest, tolerance,
discipline, hard work, creative, independent, democratic, curiosity, national spirit, love for the homeland,
respect for achievement, friendly or communicative, love peace, likes to read, cares about the
environment, cares about social and responsibility (Angga et al., 2020; Sutiyono, 2018).
In a character education institution, it is more directed to the formation of culture in the
institution, namely the values that underlie behavior, customs, traditions, and symbols that are practiced
by all the people around them (Surasmini et al., 2014). Given the great impact and benefits of character
education, its implementation in various educational institutions needs to be really practiced, especially
by educators. Educators without exception must participate in realizing character education in all
scientific disciplines, especially religious education (Santika, 2018). Character education is inseparable
from the cultivation of moral and religious values for students. Awareness of the importance of values,
morals and religion as well as the development of teaching that combines faith and piety is in line with the
essence of education as a means of change. In religious education, this character education aims not only
to provide understanding and knowledge to students with knowledge and develop their skills, but also to
develop their moral and religious aspects (Nuhamara, 2018). From this it can be seen that the roots of
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character education have actually existed in our education for a long time. The novelty of this study is that
this study analyzes how the implementation of character education in elementary schools, especially in
Hindu religious education subjects, is rarely studied. The purpose and focus of the research was the
analysis of the implementation of character education in the learning process of Hindu religious
education. The implication of this research was that by analyzing the application of character education,
teachers or researchers can find out the level of character education possessed by students. So that
further steps can be determined or ways to maximize the cultivation of character education in the
students themselves.
2. METHOD
This research used a qualitative approach. In the qualitative approach, truth is relative, the
implementation adapts to the situation and conditions encountered, the aim was to gain an understanding
of reality through inductive thinking processes, qualitative research results are presented in descriptive
narrative form. This type of research was descriptive (descriptive research) or a study aimed at describing
existing phenomena that have taken place at this time or in the past. This research was conducted at the
Hindu religious education study program at the State Hindu University of I Gusti Bagus Sugriwa. The
subjects of this research were students of the Hindu religious education study program. The data
collection techniques used were observation and interview techniques. Observation is a way of collecting
data by conducting observations of ongoing activities while interviewing is an attempt to collect
information by asking a number of questions orally, to be answered orally as well. The instrument used to
collect data in this research consisted of an observation sheet and an interview sheet. The data analysis
method used was in the form of qualitative descriptive analysis, namely the process of systematically
searching and compiling data obtained from interviews, field notes, and documentation, by organizing
data into categories, breaking down into units, synthesizing, compiling into patterns, choosing which ones
are important, and which will be studied, and making conclusions so that they are easily understood by
themselves and others (Sugiyono, 2014).
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Result
Based on the results of observations and interviews that have been carried out, related to the
implementation of character education, the results obtained during the implementation of learning have
seen the implementation of character education although it has not been fully able to be raised. More
detail is described as follows.
Table 1. Description of Research Results
Value of Character
Education
Religious

Honest

Tolerance

Discipline

Research Results
The value of religious character can be seen when the teacher invites
his/her students to pray before the lecture starts and after the lecture
ends, and provides opportunities for his/her students to pray if there
are religious activities.
The value of honest character is found when the teacher prohibits
students from cheating on assignments to plagiarizing their friends'
assignments. Although not all students are able to instill this character
value, most of the students have been able to get used to being honest.
This is also evidenced by the results of the tasks collected that are not
exactly the same.
The value of the tolerance character is found when the teacher provides
the same service to all students regardless of social status, high
cognitive level and provides opportunities for students to work with
different groups according to their choice. In addition, during the
implementation of lectures, students in the class never discriminate
against their friends.
Discipline character values are found when students arrive on time
according to the lecture hours that will start. In terms of the clothes
used there are no students who violate. In addition, students will not
leave the lecture before the teacher who teaches precedes to leave.
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Research Results
The value of the character of hard work is found when the teacher
requires students to explore their own knowledge and be able to create
a new work related to religious subjects or products that support
religious events.
The value of creative character is found when the teacher gives
assignments that give rise to creative ideas and provide opportunities
for students to work even more to create something new that can
support lectures.
The value of independent character is found when the teacher gives
assignments independently to students. It has been seen that the class
students are able to independently work on the assignments given so
that they can collect them on time.
The value of the character of love for the homeland was found that
when the teacher and students communicated they still used
Indonesian as the national language.
The value of friendly/communicative character is found when
conducting discussions in class. Students are given the opportunity to
ask questions or add answers, or just to share. Then the teacher
provides reinforcement or answers to straighten out what the students
do not understand.
The value of the peace-loving character is emphasized by the teacher
integrated with the delivery of lecture material. That every religion
teaches its people to always live in peace even with friends or the
surrounding community who embrace a different religion from it.
The value of social caring character is found when the teacher always
creates harmony in the class and familiarizes his/her students with
mutual respect for each other.
The value of the character of responsibility is found when students are
able to complete the given task on time. In addition, students are
always responsible for the answers or assignments given so that no one
makes assignments carelessly.

Discussion
The implementation of learning that takes place in the classroom is a teaching and learning
process that includes both the sense of hearing and the sense of sight. In the learning process, in addition
to conveying material, teachers are also required to integrate character values in each implementation of
learning, especially in religious education, therefore students are expected to have abilities not only in
cognitive aspects, but also in psychomotor and affective aspects (Murniyetti et al., 2016; Pitriani, 2020).
The implementation of learning by integrating character education is not only in the form of an
explanation of instructional objectives but also in the form of giving an explanation of the character values
contained in the competency standards and basic competencies. Religious education and awareness of
religious values are the main motivators for the success of character education. However, religion cannot
be used as a regulatory guide in living together in a society. In this modern, very multicultural era, it is still
important to maintain religious values, but cannot be used as a solid basis for living together in society.
Although religious education is important in helping to develop individual character, it is not an effective
foundation for a stable social order in a pluralistic society. In this context, moral values will be more
operational than religious values (Putra, 2018; Yusanti & Kistian, 2020).
It is very important to develop character education especially in core ethical values such as caring,
honesty, fairness, responsibility, and respect for self and others along with supporting performance values
such as perseverance, high work ethic, and persistence—as the basis of character (Ramdhani, 2017;
Surawati & Suasthi, 2019). The institution itself must be committed to developing the character of
students based on the values in question, defining them, in the form of behavior that can be observed in
everyday school life, exemplifying these values, studying and discussing them, using them as a basis in
human relations, and appreciate the manifestation of these values in schools and society. Optimizing the
implementation of lectures by implementing character education can be achieved effectively, one of which
is supported by the availability of learning resources in the form of guidebooks for implementing
character-based learning. Apart from that, there are many things to do. Such as giving students problems
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that can stimulate or challenge themselves to further develop character education. Starting from giving
tasks that require to work hard, respect and tolerate, be responsible, and be able to be disciplined about
what has been done.
In a study which analyzed character education in tembang dolanan for elementary school
students in Central Java, the results showed that it contained sixteen values of character education,
namely religious, honest, tolerance, discipline, hard work, independent, democratic, curiosity, the spirit of
nationalism, love for the homeland, appreciate achievements, friendly/communicative, love peace, care
for the environment, care about social, and responsibility (Rahayu, 2021). So based on this, the application
of character education can be well applied in the school, especially in the material for the dolanan song.
Then the research who applied an inquiry approach to science subjects to develop students' character got
the results that the use of an inquiry approach could develop students' characters, such as the character of
cooperation, curiosity, and communicativeness (Putra, 2018). From the two research results, it can be
concluded that character education can be applied to any subject.
4. CONCLUSION
Character education is basically very closely related to religious education. Character education is
defined as value education, character education (budi pekerti), moral education, character education
(watak), which aims to develop the ability of students to make good and bad decisions and have the same
goals as religious education. In the learning process of Hindu religious education, it can be concluded that
when referring to the 18 character values issued by the Ministry of Education and Culture, in total there
are 12 character values that emerge from the 18 character values observed in learning activities. The
application of character values during learning activities is very important, because it can shape the
character and attitudes of students for capital in developing and continuing life both in the school
environment and in the community environment as well as preparing mentally to face challenges in the
future.
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