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Abstrak

Diantara keterampilan berbahasa, menulis dianggap sebagai keterampilan yang paling menantang dan berbelit-belit
dibandingkan dengan keterampilan lainnya. Tujuan utama dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menganalisis peningkatan
keterampilan menulis siswa dalam menulis paragraf melalui strategi outline. Partisipan dalam penelitian ini adalah 15
siswa kelas V. Partisipan tersebut dipilih melalui teknik random sampling. Data yang diperoleh dianalisis dalam persentase.
Pre-Test dan Post-Test digunakan sebagai instrumen dalam penelitian ini. Dalam Pre-Test dan Post-Test item yang
dibutuhkan seperti penulisan judul paragraf, tata bahasa, ejaan dan total kalimat (panjang) paragraf adalah sama. Menurut
temuan, dalam Pre-Test siswa menulis paragraf adalah 20,00%, 26,66%, 20,00%, 26,66% (Baik), 46,66%, 20,00%,
33,33%, 33,33% (Rata-rata), 33,33%, 53,33%, 46,66% , 40,00% (Lemah) dalam judul penulisan paragraf, penggunaan tata
bahasa yang tepat, ejaan yang benar dan jumlah kalimat (panjang) paragraf, masing-masing. Setelah Pre-Test, instruktur
mengajarkan peserta tentang menulis paragraf melalui strategi outline selama 4 minggu dan kemudian dilakukan Post-Test.
Dalam tes ini, peserta menulis paragraf melalui strategi outline adalah 46,66%, 53,33%, 60,00%, 53,33% (Baik), 40,00%,
26,66%, 33,33%, 40,00% (Rata-rata), 13,33%, 20,00%, 6,66% , 6,66% (Lemah) dalam judul penulisan paragraf,
penggunaan tata bahasa yang tepat, ejaan yang benar dan jumlah kalimat (panjang) paragraf, masing-masing. Penelitian
berbasis tindakan ini menunjukkan bahwa strategi outline dapat meningkatkan keterampilan menulis siswa.

Kata kunci: Menulis, Paragraf, Strategi

Abstract

Among language skills, writing is considered the most challenging and complicated skill compared to other skills. The main
objective of this research is to analyze the improvement of students' writing skills in writing paragraphs through the outline
strategy. The participants in this study were 15 fifth grade students. The participants were selected through random sampling
technique. The data obtained were analyzed in percentage. Pre-Test and Post-Test were used as instruments in this study. In
the Pre-Test and Post-Test the required items such as writing paragraph titles, grammar, spelling and total sentences (length)
of paragraphs are the same. According to the findings, in the Pre-Test the students writing paragraphs were 20.00%,
26.66%, 20.00%, 26.66% (Good), 46.66%, 20.00%, 33.33%, 33 ,33% (Average), 33.33%, 53.33%, 46.66% , 40.00%
(Weak) in paragraph headings, use of proper grammar, correct spelling and number of sentences (length ) paragraphs,
respectively. After the Pre-Test, the instructor taught the participants about writing paragraphs through an outline strategy
for 4 weeks and then conducted a Post-Test. In this test, participants in writing paragraphs through the outline strategy were
46.66%, 53.33%, 60.00%, 53.33% (Good), 40.00%, 26.66%, 33.33%, 40 0.00% (Average), 13.33%, 20.00%, 6.66% , 6.66%
(Weak) in paragraph headings, use of proper grammar, correct spelling and number of sentences (length ) paragraphs,
respectively. This action-based research shows that the outline strategy can improve students' writing skills.
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Introduction

Learning is an important element of society and play a vital role in the development
of a nation (H. Pratama et al., 2020; Spencer, 2021; Van Woezik et al., 2019). The success of
learning can be measured based on the achievement of competencies that have been
determined at the beginning of learning activities (Dashtestani, 2013; Saripudin et al., 2018).
So that all parties who actively participate in the learning process, namely students and
teachers, already know the direction of learning. Therefore, both parties need to work
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together to support each other to enable the achievement of the desired competencies and to
carry out teaching and learning activities. Steps are needed to achieve the goals set
(Mpungose, 2021; Silva et al., 2018). Thus, teacher and student awareness of the goals that
must be achieved in the learning process is an absolute and non-negotiable requirement, so
that in the process, teachers and students lead to the same goal (Taylor et al., 2017;
Yudhiantara & Saehu, 2017).

English as a language learning is the most crucial challenge for the non-native English
learners (Hill et al., 2020; Skarpaas & Hellekjeer, 2021). The ability to speak English is one
of the essential skills for students because English has become a universal language used in
technology, education, politics, commerce and is the most frequently used communication
tool globally (Karimi & Sanavi, 2014; Liu & Hu, 2021). Language is most essential source of
communication employed to share ideas and information between two or more people in the
execution of their daily tasks (Fu et al., 2019; Naghdipour, 2021). It is the main way due to
which humans have the skills to convey messages and contact with each other (Karimi &
Sanavi, 2014; Liu & Hu, 2021).

In studying language, there are four skills such as listening, speaking, reading and
writing that must be commanded (Muhammed, 2014; Sadeghi & Sadeghi, 2012). Among
language skills, writing is regarded as most challenging and convoluted skill as compared to
other skills (reading, listening and speaking) (Hill et al., 2020; Riazi, 2016). It is easier to
understand meaning by reading and listening as compared to form meaning by writing
because writing skill needs a lot of struggles (Amiryousefi & Tavakoli, 2011; Naghdipour,
2021). Initially most of the linguists perhaps recommend outline technique for writing
something. For writing a good outline provide structures for writing. The outline not only
comprises on headings, but also gives information about sub-section heading or specific
ideas. It also forms notes regarding each section as well as any phrases or sentences we could
employ in the process of writing (Setyowati & Sukmawan, 2016; Yusuf et al., 2019).

Writing is one of the skills which can be easily acquired by practicing (Kim, 2017;
Nihal, 2017). writing is just like an art, which could be strengthened only by practice.
Commanding on the passive voice form is not the story ending (Bipinchandra et al., 2014;
Ling, 2017). Learner should experience themselves by using passive voice. Teaching is
motivating learners for practicing the language skills. The learning is experience of an
individual by its own (personal) and it requires active participation of an individual
(Budiaman et al., 2021; Sukardi et al., 2020). However, psychologists stated that learners not
acquire knowledge just like sponge gets in water (Sun & Wang, 2020). For enhancing writing
skill in learners, it is most essential that teacher must be competent as well as teaching
methodology must be diversified (Abrams & Byrd, 2016; Smart, 2019). Previous research
also stated that writing is critical to be mastered by students in English (Abrams & Byrd,
2016; Mayarnimar & Taufina, 2017). The objective of current study was to find the
improvement in students writing skills in writing paragraph through an outline strategy.

Several relevant studies supported this research. Firstly, the study that the picture and
picture learning model can improve student learning activities in arts and culture subjects
(Rosmalem, 2017). Second, the thematic learning in the perspective of Revised Bloom's
Taxonomy could make the learning process more meaningful (Ardiani et al., 2013). Third,
the development of HOTS-based teaching materials could improve problem-solving abilities
in mathematics subjects (Anisah & Lastuti, 2018; Hamdi et al., 2018; G. S. Pratama &
Retnawati, 2018). The purpose of this study was to analyze the effectiveness of learning
activities based on Revised Bloom's Taxonomy on the problem-solving abilities of fourth-
grade elementary school students in Cluster 1V, Buleleng District, Buleleng Regency for the
2020/2021 Academic Year.
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Methods

A descriptive case study research method was used in this research to evaluate the
grade five students paragraph writing through an outline strategy by using Pre-Test and Post-
Test. In this research, population comprised of students (grade five) of five government
primary schools located in D. G. Khan city. In each school, there were thirty students of
grade five. It was not feasible to obtain data from all the participants or members of a
population. Thus, 3 of participants from each school were chosen for data collection. The
participants of the research were grade five students. By using simple random sampling
technique, 15 participants were selected from the population.

Pre-Test and Post-Test instruments were used for collecting in this research. The Pre-
Test question was only about writing paragraph on topic “My Self” of maximum five
sentences (short paragraph). The purpose was to check whether the students were able to
know how to write correct sentences and then to follow the correct technique of writing
paragraphs. The participants were allowed only 20 minutes to answer the test. Then, Pre-Test
of all the participants were marked. Pre-Test mainly focused on required items like title,
grammar, spelling and total sentences in paragraph. Before conducting Post-Test, all
participants were taught about writing paragraph through an outline strategy for a period of 4
weeks. The Post-Test question was about writing paragraph on “Picnic”. Participants were
allowed only 20 minutes to answer the test. After Post-Test, such test of all participants was
marked by focusing the same required items as in Pre-Test.

The data was recorded from all the participants by using test technique. The pre-Test
was administered to 15 participants (sample) to gather the baseline or initial data. After
collecting the initial data, English instructor taught their participants about writing paragraph
by using outline strategy for a period of four weeks. Then, a Post-Test was taken from 15
participants (sample) to

check whether the intervention favorable for the students to gain good results or not.
After gathering the data through Pre-Test and Post-Test, recorded data was analyzed by using
quantitative data analyzing method. In this way, score of participants from both tests were
counted into percentages. Finally on the basis of observed data analysis, researcher
summarized the findings and draw conclusion.

Results and Discussion
Results

In both Pre-Test and Post-Test, required items like paragraph title, grammar, spelling
and total sentence (length) of paragraph were similar but in Pre-Test paragraph writing
through an outline was not employed. While in Post-Test, participants wrote paragraph
through an outline strategy.

Table 1. For Paragraph Title Writing in Pre-Test

Ranking No. of Participants Percentage
Good 3 20%

Average 7 46.66%
Weak 5 33.33%

Table 1 showed that out of 15 participants, only 3 participants (20%) ranked good, 7
participants regarded as average (46.66%) while 5 participants (33.33%) considered as weak
in Pre-Test for paragraph writing title. Based on the results of data analysis, it was clear that
most of the participants (53.33%) were weak, 3 participants as average, 4 participants were
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good in the use of grammar in Pre-Test. The represented 20% participants were good in
correct spelling in Pre-Test while 33.33% and 46.66% participants ranked as average and
weak, respectively.The various ranking of participants in case of total sentences in paragraph
such as 26.66% participants were good, 33.33% average and 40% weak. The results of the
post-test analysis are presented in table 2.

Table 2. For Paragraph Title Writing in Post-Test

Ranking No. of Participants Percentage
Good 7 46.66%

Average 6 40%
Weak 2 13.33%

Table 2 showed that 46.66% participants were good in Post-Test for paragraph title
writing. Forty percent of the participants considered as average. Only 2 participants ranked as
weak in this required item. Based on the results of data analysis, that most of the participants
(53.33%) were good, 4 participants as average, 3 participants were weak in the use of
grammar in Post-Test. The represented 60% participants were good in correct spelling in
Post-Test while 33.33% and 6.66% participants ranked as average and weak, respectively.
The various ranking of participants in case of total sentences in paragraph such as 53.33%
participants were good, 40% average and 6.66% weak. The results of the participants were
improved as compared to Pre-Test. This was due to the outline strategy because in Post-Test
this strategy was used.

Discussion

Language is very important tool of communication used to communicate between two
or more people in carrying out their daily activities and had main role to make people had
mutual understanding (Al-Malki & Zahid Javid, 2018; Saddhono et al., 2019). By using
language, we could communicate with others. In learning language, there were four skills that
should be mastered, they were: speaking, listening, reading and writing (Curry et al., 2017;
Karimi & Sanavi, 2014; Sharif Matthews & Lopez, 2019). Writing is one of the four
language skill. It is not a natural skill because one could not acquire this ability automatically
and easily (Hill et al., 2020; Riazi, 2016). To acquire it, the students should get sufficient
writing practices. These practices are supposed to stimulate the student’s skill in writing and
expressing thoughts in a good passage (Fu et al., 2019; Vassilaki, 2017). Without practicing,
it is impossible to write well and effectively. There are many kinds of writing. One of them is
writing paragraph.

Paragraph is the basic unit of organization in writing that consisted of more than two
sentences (Flores, 2021; Mayarnimar & Taufina, 2017). A paragraph has three major
structural parts: a topic sentence, supporting sentence, and concluding sentences. In writing,
students feel hard to develop their ideas, knowledge, or their ability (Karaca & Uysal, 2021,
Llosa & Malone, 2017). Some considerations in writing an academic text. The first is that
writers should consider the vocabulary used in their writing. He suggests several guidelines
for vocabulary used: (1) use vocabulary accurately, (2) avoid using idiomatic, instead use
standard English, (3) be as precise as possible, (4) use tentative language for conclusions, (5)
avoid adverbs that show personal attitude, (6) do not use contract verb forms, (7) passive
voice may not be over-used, (8) avoid using the word like to introduce examples, the word
thing, instead use factor, aspect or issue, the word lots of and little or big, instead use a
significant, small or large, (9) do not use question forms, (10) avoid numbering sections, (11)
avoid using etc or and so on, and (12) avoid using phrasal verbs (Masrur et al., 2020; Staples
etal., 2013; Su et al., 2021).
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Conclusion

The findings of the study indicated that the use of outline strategy improves students
writing skill especially in descriptive paragraph writing at primary level. Outline enhances
students writing skill, learners feel easy to design their writing, organized idea and
constructed their sentences into a good paragraph. Outlining strategy is a really beneficial for
both teacher and learner which make the students more active in writing especially in writing
paragraph ability.
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