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A B S T R A C T  
 

This study is intended to explore the effect of process approach 
on students’ writing competency at SMK Negeri 1 Kubutambahan Bali. 
This study was experiment with pretest-posttest design. This study 
involved 33 students and the experiment was conducted three months. 
The data were collected through writing test. The data were analyzed 
using descriptive and inferential analysis.. The result shows that the 
students’ mean score in pretest was 6.3 and the students’ mean score 
in posttest was 7.7. The result of t test shows a significant difference 
between pretest and posttest with Sig. (2-tailed) = 0.000. It is suggested 
that English teacher should be focusing on the process of writing 
instead of product especially for English students who are still having 
low language proficiency. The result of the study implies that writing is a 
process. Writing is a process. In the process, the role of revision, which 
includes comments and suggestions are very helpful for students in 
improving their writing. 
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1. Introduction 

Currently, education in Indonesia is being confronted with the fact of the low level of student 
literacy. This can be seen from the results of the PISA (Program for International Student Assessment) 
published in 2019. PISA is a test initiated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) to evaluate the education system in 72 countries surveyed (Kusnandar, 2019). In this survey, 
students aged 15 years were randomly selected to take the basic competency test in reading, mathematics, 
and science. This survey is to measure what students can apply from the knowledge they have acquired. 
Results (PISA) Indonesia stated that the Reading Performance score or reading ability / interest of 
Indonesian students was valued at 409 in 2015 and in 2019 decreased to 380. This placed Indonesia at the 
bottom while the highest ranking was achieved by Singapore with a score of 525. The level of student-
literacy students in Indonesia are still low compared to students from other countries. 

In addition to the PISA results, from the preliminary analysis of the results of the National 
Examination for English subjects as parameters of the success of English education and teaching, showing 
unsatisfactory results, especially in Bali. For three years (2017, 2018, 2019) it turns out that there are still 
many students in the category of adequate mastery (range of scores from 4.50 to 5.49) and less (range of 
scores from 4.50 to 5.49). This indicates that there needs to be an increase in the English learning and 
teaching sector in order to produce human resources with better English skills. 

English mastery becomes a compulsory competence in the current era of globalization. However, 
English Proficiency in Indonesia is not quite satisfying. Valentina (2016) reported that Indonesia is ranked 
32nd out of 72 countries in the 2016 English First English Proficiency Index (EF EPI) based on research 
conducted by the international education company English First (EF).With a score of 52.91, the study put 
Indonesia below Vietnam, which ranked 31st and fell under the Moderate Proficiency Band category. 
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Surprisingly, Indonesia fell seven spots from the previous year, Indonesia has been ranked 39th out of 80 
countries in 2017. The average score in Asian countries is 53.60, according to the report. With a score of 
52.15, Indonesia is below the regional average and part of the Low Proficiency Band category. 

It is widely accepted that mastering a foreign language is a difficult task. Indonesian students do not 
use English as their daily communication so they have limited time to practice English (Mayristanti, 2016). 
Besides that, there are four skills should be mastered namely speaking, writing, reading and listening. 
Among the four skills, writing requires a special intention since it is a productive skill (Kestha & Harb, 
2013). Marhaeni (2014) supports that writing ability is one of the most complex language skills because it 
involves a variety of cognitive and linguistic abilities. Because it is the most complex, learning to write is 
considered the most difficult. This difficulty is not only based on cognitive and linguistic problems, but 
also on psychological problems (Rahmatunisa, 2014). In addition to complexity, writing is a very active 
process that allows writers to write based on words and ideas in making meaning over ideas and topics 
developed (Anwar & Ahmed, 2016). 

Expressing feelings and ideas can be done in written form. Writing presents the sounds of language 
through visual symbols (Patel & Jain, 2008). Writing is a skill that must be taught and practiced. Writing is 
an important feature in learning languages because it provides an excellent tool for learning vocabulary, 
spelling, and sentence patterns. However, many studies have found that the development of students' 
writing skills is hampered by the limitations of ideas and most often expressed is the problem of language 
components. In addition, strategies in teaching writing that focus on product quantity become an obstacle 
in the learning process of writing primarily for students who are new to learning English. Therefore, it is 
necessary to have a more effective approach in teaching writing skills. 

The process approach is widely offered and recommended in teaching writing skills. The process 
approach is based on constructivism theory. In here, the students construct their understanding toward 
particular thing (Aric & Kaldirim, 2015; Ghufron, 2016). In process writing, there are several writing 
stages. Commonly those stages are prewriting, drafting, editing, revising, and publishing (Bayat, 2014). 
Furthermore, Marhaeni (2014) states that to maximize student writing, teachers need to see that writing 
is a systematic and gradual process. 

The results of previous studies show positive results on the implementation of the process 
approach to students' writing skills. Bayat (2014) examined the effects of the process writing approach on 
student success and writing anxiety. The results found that the writing process approach has a significant 
effect on the success and anxiety of writing. He process writing approach is especially effective in 
alleviating the dimension of writing anxiety associated with language skill. Samsudin (2015) compared 
the process approach with the product approach in teaching academic writing. The participants of process 
approach show better improvement than those of product approach in terms of content, organization, 
mechanics and overall results. Students become more confident in the process of learning to write 
because of the teacher's assistance and the absence of pressure to finish writing with a time limit. Alabere 
and Shapii (2019) also identified that students’ academic writing was improved after process approach is 
conducted.  

The process approach can have a positive impact on students' motivation in learning English and 
developing their writing skills (Miftah, 2015, Mehr, 2017). This means that the assessment process can 
encourage students to write even in cases where they were initially afraid to do so, for example, afraid of 
making mistakes. In addition, it can also regulate and enhance students' self-esteem, interests and self-
esteem because they can go through non-rigid process stages (Hidayati, 2018). Shaarawy (2014) adds that 
writing using a process approach will help students develop critical thinking skills. So it can be said that 
the process approach helps students to learn actively and motivates them to improve their writing skills 
in English. 

The reason of emphasizing the use of process approach is because of students’ low writing 
achievement is due to lack of process. Eliwarti and Maarof (2014) state that the use of product approach 
gives little role in process of producing writing such as planning, drafting, revising, etc. Besides that, the 
product approach is criticized because it is no longer suitable with the current learning situation that is 
focusing on individual learning and processes of the mind rather than product (Palpanadan, Salam, & 
Ismail, 2014, Khanjani, Vahdany, Jafarigohar, 2018). Seeing the benefits of applying the process approach, 
this research investigates the effect of the process approach on student writing skills at SMK Negeri 1 
Kubutambahan Bali. 
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2. Methods  
 

This research is an experimental research design with pretest-posttest design. This research 
involved 33 students. The students firstly asked to write a narrative text as the pretest of the study. After 
conducting pretest, the process approach is implemented. After several implementation of process 
approach, the students are asked to write a narrative text as the posttest of the study. The students' 
writing were analyzed based on five components, namely content, organization, grammar, vocabulary and 
mechanics. Data analysis involved descriptive and inferential statistics.  
 
3. Result And Discussion 
 

The first analysis carried out was descriptive analysis. The results can be seen in Table 1.  
 

Table 1. Descriptive Analysis 
 

 
Component 

Mean 
Content Organization Grammar Vocabulary Mechanics 

Pretest 2.57 2.67 2.70 2.23 2.43 6.36 
Posttest 3.20 3.20 3.03 2.87 3.07 7.76 

  
From the results of descriptive analysis, it can be seen that the posttest score is higher than the 

pretest from all components of writing skills assessment. From the mean score, it can also be seen that the 
posttest score (7.76) is higher than the pretest (6.36). Next, an inferential test is performed to find out 
whether there is a significant difference between pretest and posttest. The inferential test results can be 
seen in Table 2. 

 
Table 2. Inferential Statistics 

 
 Posttest - Pretest 

Z -4.755b 
Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .000 

a. Wilcoxon Signed Ranks Test 
b. Based on negative ranks. 

 
From the results of the non-parametric test, it was found that the Asymp value. Sig. (2-tailed) is 

.000. This characterizes that there is a significant difference between pretest and posttest. It can be said 
that students' writing grades get better after the process approach is used as a teaching strategy. 

The results in this study are in line with several previous studies that have been conducted. They 
found that the process approach had a positive impact on students' writing skills (Dilidüzgün, 2013; 
Dayat, 2014; Alodwan & Ibnian, 2014; Arici & Kaldirim, 2015, Li, Chu, Ki, 2016; Adula, 2018). In the 
approach process, students' writing gets positive feedback so they know the mistakes and are motivated 
to correct them (Downs, 2015; Pacello, 2019). The students are engaged during the process approach and 
they able to develop their creativity in constructing words, sentences and meaningful paragraph (Faraj, 
2015; Papilaya, 2018; Imelda, Cahyono, Astuti, 2019).   

However, the obstacle in the process approach is a long time in the process of making the writing. 
Although there was a lot of input and discussion between teachers and students, students had not been 
able to finish writing in a short time. In this study, a writing can be completed by students within 3-4 
weeks. Other research also states that the use of the process approach is very time consuming 
(Palpanadan, Salam & Ismail, 2014; Eliwarti & Maarof, 2017). Besides that, time factor becomes an 
obstacle in the process approach when teaching in large classes (Dokchandra, 2018). Therefore, teachers 
need to pay attention to aspects of time in the implementation of the process approach. 

The results of the study prove that the process approach has a positive impact on students' 
writing skills at SMK N 1 Kubutambahan. This can be seen from the results of writing skills assessed from 
five components before the process approach is treated. Descriptive and inferential analysis results also 
prove that there is a significant difference before and after the process approach is implemented. 
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4. Conclussion 

The study concludes that process approach significantly affect students’ writing. After process 
approach was implemented, the students’ posttest score was higher than pretest score. Further study is 
recommended to conduct another influencing factor in determining the success of writing such as anxiety 
and motivation and see how those factor influence students’ writing.  
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