
Mahayanti, N.W.S, Suantari, N.L.P.M (2012). Developing Big Book as a Media for Teaching English at Sixth Grade Students of 
Elementary School at SD Lab Undiksha Singaraja. Journal of Education Research and Evaluation. Vol. 1 (3) pp. 128-136 

 
Developing Big Book as a Media for Teaching English at Sixth 
Grade Students of Elementary School at SD Lab Undiksha 
Singaraja 
 

Ni Wayan Surya Mahayanti1,*, Ni Luh Putu Mira Suantari2 

1 English Education Department, Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha 
2 English Education Department, Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha 

  

 

Abstrak 

This research aimed to (1) develop character based big book as a media for teaching 
English at sixth grade students at SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja, and (2) find out the 
quality of character based big book developed. The subject of this research was thirty-
two students of sixth grade students of elementary school at SD Lab UNDIKSHA 
Singaraja. The data of this research were obtained by using observation sheet, 
interview guide, item of questionnaire, checklist, rubric, and notes. This research was 
R & D (research and development) which followed several procedures based on 
Sugiyono model namely identifying potency and problem, collecting data, designing 
product, validating design product, revising design product, trying-out product, and 
revising product. The result of this research showed that there were five kinds of 
character based big book developed with the theme seasons, tourism, direction, 
airport, and transportation. Each big book consisted of fourteen up to fifteen pages 
and inserted character education in its story. For the quality of the media, it was 
found that the character based big book developed was categorized as excellent 
media. Thus, it was proper to be used as a media for teaching English at sixth grade 
students.  

 

 

Introduction  

Teaching English for young learners becomes common issue in this globalization era. It is because the 
process of teaching English should be started since the people are in their early age. According to Cameron & 
McKay (2010), young learners are defined as a beginner learner at the age of 5-12 years old. 

The process of teaching English for young learners should be done by considering some characteristics 
of young learners. One of those characteristics are stated by Piaget in Cameron (2001) that young learners 
are an active learner. As an active learner, young learners tend to learn something indirectly by discovering 
and exploring things through seeing, hearing, touching, and interacting (Hartani, 2012). Thus, an innovative 
and attractive ways of teaching are needed to make the young learners involved in learning process.  

One kind of strategy that can be used in teaching English for young learners is by using a media in the 
process of teaching and learning. According to Wahyuni (2013), media is something that can be used to 
deliver information or transfer the material of teaching. Meanwhile, the media also can be used to conduct 
teaching and learning activities and support students to reach their instructional objectives of lesson 
(Scanlan in Aini, 2013). In addition, there are some examples of media that can be used by the teacher such 
as the students themselves, realia, picture, course book, board, OHP, flipchart, and LCD (Harmer as cited in 
Aini, 2013). 

The use of media in learning process had been done by English teacher in teaching sixth grade 
students of SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja. Based on preliminary research that had been conducted, the used of 
media gave contribution in learning process such as made the process of learning run effectively, and 
involved the students in learning process. Furthermore, the kinds of media used were still limited in forms of 
students themselves, realia, picture, flashcard, course book, board, and LCD. Hence, a new kind of media was 
needed to be implemented in order to make the process of learning become more innovative. 
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Considering the phenomenon above, new kind of media that can be used is a big book. Hall & O’Connor 
(2006) stated that big book is a larger format book with big texts and big illustrations. It is considered as one 
of the most effective way of making the young learners involved in learning process as well as developing 
their literacy, facilitating them in learning new vocabulary, and enhancing their comprehensions of texts 
(Rahim & Harun, 2010). According to Karges-Bone as cited in Hall & O’Connor (2006), there are some criteria 
of a successful big book learning experience such as (1) big book is about 10-15 pages that can engages 
students’ interest, (2) big book contains a rhyme pattern that students notice and learn, (3) big book has big 
pictures which assist in the construction of meaning, (4) big book has repetitive phrase and controlled 
vocabulary that can help students in learning vocabulary, (5) big book has simple and interesting storyline, 
and (6) big book contains elements of humor. 

Moreover, the use of big book in learning process is also good for character building of young learners 
(Kiromi, 2015). It is done through the insertion of character education in the story of the big book. According 
to Kemendiknas as cited in Hadi (2015), there are eighteen values of character education that should be 
developed during learning process namely (1) religious, (2) honest, (3) tolerant, (4) disciplined, (5) 
hardworking, (6) creative, (7) independent, (8) democratic, (9) curious, (10) nationalistic, (11) patriotic, (12) 
appreciative of achievement, (13) friendly/communicative, (14) peace loving, (15) fond of reading, (16) 
environmental care, (17) social care, and (18) responsible. Those kinds of character education can be 
inserted in the story of the big book based on the needs of the students to build their character. 

The existence of character based big book especially in Buleleng, Bali still not developing yet due to the 
price of big book which is too expensive. Meanwhile, a development of character based big book should be 
developed in order to provide a new kind of media for teaching English as well as new source of book which 
inserting character education. Based on that condition, this research was aimed to develop character based 
big book that can be used for teaching English at sixth grade students at SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja and find 
out the quality of the media developed.   

Method 

This research was a development research (research and development) that conducted based on 
research and development model by Sugiyono (2009), in which the procedure of this research was 
conducted until the seven procedures from ten procedures designed by Sugiyono.  This kind of development 
model was also used by Wardani (2015) who also implemented her research until the seven procedures 
namely identifying potency and problem, collecting data, designing product, validating design product, 
revising design product, trying-out product, and revising product. The subject of this research was 32 
students of sixth grade students of SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja, while the object of this research was big 
book in the form of character based big book. The data of this research was analyzed both qualitatively and 
quantitatively. The qualitative data was gathered from observation sheet, interview guide, item of 
questionnaire, checklist, and notes, while the quantitative data was obtained from the rubric filled by the 
expert judges and the teacher’s questionnaire during trying-out product. 

Findings and Discussion 

The development of character based big book as a media for teaching English at sixth grade students at 
SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja was done by conducting seven procedures based on research and development 
model by Sugiyono (2009). The first procedure of developing the media was identifying potency and 
problem. In this procedure, observation sheet, item of questionnaire, and interview guide were used in order 
to find out the kinds of media used by the teacher in the process of teaching English at sixth grade students at 
SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja. Based on the result of observation, it was found that one kind of media that 
commonly used by the teacher was course book. It was in line with the result of students’ questionnaire, in 
which 93.55% students said that the most common media used was course book Thus, the researcher 
conducted a research in developing a new kind of media in the form of character based big book. 

The second procedure of this research was collecting data. There were two steps that had been 
conducted during collecting data namely syllabus analysis and library research. In syllabus analysis, the 
researcher used checklist that filled by the teacher in order to find out what kind of theme of big book that 
need to be developed. The checklist was made by the researcher based on the syllabus used for teaching sixth 
grade students at SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja. Meanwhile, the library research was conducted in order to 
find some sources related to development of a good character based big book. Based on the result of syllabus 
analysis, it was found that there were find kinds of theme that need to be developed as character based big 
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book. Those themes were seasons, tourism, direction, airport, and transportation. From those kind of themes, 
character based big book was designed in the form of printed out book. 

The next procedure of developing character based big book was designing product. After finding out 
the themes of big book, the design of the character based big book was developed. In this procedure, the 
researcher created blueprint of the big book then developed the blueprint into the draft of the big book. In 
developing the draft of the big book, firstly, the stories were created based on the themes in which the 
character education also inserted in the stories. Each story had different kind of character education. After 
creating the story, the illustrations were created as well as the layout of the big book. Thus, there were five 
kinds of character based big book that had been developed in this procedure. Those big books entitled 
“Bibbie’s Seasons Adventure”, “Riry Rabbit’s Dream Holiday”, “Follow Me”, “At the Airport”, and “On the Road”. 
The kinds of character education that was inserted in those big book were honest, disciplined, independent, 
democratic, curious, friendly/ communicative, environmental care, and responsible.  Those big books were 
still printed out in small size (A5). The example of the layout of big book could be seen on table 1 

 
Table 1. The example of the layout of character based big book 

Page Description 
Page 

Number 
Layout 

1 The front cover  

 

2 The description of 

how to use the big 

book 

 

 

3 The page of the 

belonging of the 

book 
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Page Description 
Page 

Number 
Layout 

4 The description of 

the information of 

the book 

 

 

5-19 The story 

(fourteen up to 

fifteen pages) 

1 

 

  2-3 

 

4-5 

 

6-7 
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Page Description 
Page 

Number 
Layout 

5-19 The story 

(fourteen up to 

fifteen pages) 

8-9 

 

  10-11 

 

  12-13 

 

14-15 

 

 
After designing product, validating design product was conducted. Validating design product was done 

by using two expert judges. The expert judges validated the content of the big book based on the criteria of 
the theme used in the syllabus, criteria of good big book, and criteria of character education that inserted in 
the big book. Based on the result of the expert judges, it was found that the character based big book was 
categorized as good and excellent media. 

After validating design product, the next procedure was revising design product. This procedure was 
conducted in order to make the media of character based big book better before it was used in trying-out. 
The revisions of design product were done in term of the grammar, context, diction, illustrations, and 
mechanism.  

The sixth procedure of this research was trying-out product. Trying-out product was done at SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja for sixth grade students. It was conducted as an implementation of the use of big book 
in the classroom. In trying-out product, there were two kinds of data instruments used namely observation 
sheet, and  item of questionnaire for students and teacher. Based on the result of the questionnaire, 53.13% 
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of the students were happy to be taught by using big book. Moreover, it was found that 56.25% of the 
students said that the use of big book could help them in learning English and 46.87% said that big book 
could motivate them in learning English. In addition, 50% students said that the quality of big book was very 
good. Those results of students questionnaire were in accordance with the result of teacher’s questionnaire. 
Based on teacher’s questionnaire, it was found that the quality of the big book developed was good. It could 
be used to make the process of learning especially in reading activity run smoothly. Furthermore, the use of 
character based big book also could help the teacher to attract students’ attention and introduce new 
vocabulary related to the theme given.   

The last procedure of this research was revising product. Based on the result of the previous 
procedures, there was no revision of the content of the character based big book. The final product of 
character based big book could be seen on figure 1 

 

Figure 1. Media of Character Based Big Book 

For finding the quality of the character based big book, result of expert judgment and teacher’s 
questionnaire during trying-out product were used. Both of rubric expert judgment and the teacher’s 
questionnaire consisted of three components namely the theme used in the syllabus, the criteria of good big 
book, and the character education inserted in the big book. Those three components were analyzed by using 
the formula on table 2 

Table 2. Formula Used in Analyzing the Quality of the Big Book Developed 
Score Criteria 

                      SdiiX 5.1  Excellent Media 

SdiiXSdii 5.15.0   Good Media 

SdiiXSdii 5.05.0   Average Media 

SdiiXSdii 5.05.1   Below Average Media 

                    SdiiX 5.1  Poor Media 

                                                             (Nurkancana & Sunartana in Mahayanti, 2011) 
   

Based on those three components in analyzing the quality of the big book, it was found that the total 
of maximum score was 165 and the total of minimum score was 33. From those score, the result of Mi and Sdi 
were found that was 99 for Mi and 33 for Sdi. After finding the result of Mi and Sdi, the result of criteria on 
table 2 should be found by inputting the result of Mi and Sdi. Thus, the result of the criteria on table 2 was 
described on table 3 
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Table 3. Result of the Formula in Analyzing the Quality of Big Book Developed 
Score Criteria 

5.148X  Excellent Media 

5.1485.115  X  Good Media 

5.1155.82  X  Average Media 

5.825.49  X  Below Average Media 

5.49X  Poor Media 

From the result of the first and the second expert judges, it was found that the total score of all 
components was 147 and 157. Based on those score, the character based big book was categorized as 
good and excellent media. Those results were in line with the result of teacher’s questionnaire during 
trying-out product. The total score of all components based on the teacher’s questionnaire was 153 which 
belonged to excellent media. Thus, it could be concluded that the quality of the media was categorized as 
excellent media. 

Discussion 

The kind of character based big book developed in this research was the character based big book 
which was based on three criteria. Those criteria were the theme in the syllabus used at SD Lab 
UNDIKSHA Singaraja, the criteria of good big book, and the kinds of character education inserted in the 
story in the big book. Those kinds of character based big books were developed by conducting seven 
procedures based on Sugiyono model. 

 Based on the identifying potency and problem, it was found that 93.55% students said that course 
book was used very often in the classroom during teaching and learning process. Course book was 
effective to be used, but it was less attractive. It failed to present appropriate and realistic language 
models, and failed to contextualize language activities (Richards and Renandya in  Kayapinar, 2009). 
Therefore, a new kind of media in the form of big book needed to be developed in order to bring an 
innovation in the process of teaching English and create fun learning activity. According to Strickland & 
Morrow in Nambiar (1991), big book was an enlarge version of children’s book which considered as the 
most effective way to make the young children involved in learning process. In addition, the use of media 
in form of big book could facilitate students’ comprehension of a story and encourage them to read 
(Rahim & Harun, 2010).  

Designing the product of media big book was done after conducted syllabus analysis and library 
research. Based on the syllabus analysis filled by the teacher, there were five kinds of theme that needed 
to be developed as character based big book such as seasons, tourism, direction, airport, and 
transportation. The type of character based big book that was developed was in the form of print out book 
of character based big book.  

After decide the type and the theme of big book, the character based big book was developed by 
designing the story, inserting the character education, creating illustrations, and creating layout of the big 
book. In creating the story of big book, the big book developed consisted of 14-15 pages and had 
interesting storyline. It was in accordance with Karges-Bone as cited in Hall & O’Connor (2006) who 
stated that the criteria of good big book was consisted of 10-15 pages. The illustrations of the big book 
developed were also big and visible to the entire class (Hall & O’Connor, 2006). The big book developed 
also consisted of character education that could be learnt by the students through reading the story in the 
big book. The kinds of character education inserted were honest, disciplined, independent, democratic, 
curious, friendly/communicative, environmental care, and responsible. Those kinds of character 
education was in line with eighteen values that should be developed during learning process by 
Kemendiknas as cited in Hadi (2015) such as (1) religious, (2) honest, (3) tolerant, (4) disciplined, (5) 
hardworking, (6) creative, (7) independent, (8) democratic, (9) curious, (10) nationalistic, (11) patriotic, 
(12) appreciative of achievement, (13) friendly/communicative, (14) peace loving, (15) fond of reading, 
(16) environmental care, (17) social care, and (18) responsible. 

After designing the product, the character based big book had validated by the expert judges by 
using rubric consisted of three components. Those components were the theme used in the syllabus of 
sixth grade students at SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja, the criteria of good big book proposed by Karges-
Bone as cited in Hall & O’Connor (2006), and the kinds of character education based on Kemendiknas as 
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cited in Hadi (2015). The result of the expert judgment as well as the comments and suggestions were 
used in revising the product and minimized the weaknesses of the big book developed.  

The process of trying-out the product was conducted after revising design product. From the result 
of students’ questionnaire during trying-out product, it was found that 53.13% of the students were 
happy to be taught by using big book. Moreover, most of them also said that big book was helpful and 
made them motivated in learning English. It was in line with the function of big book in building fun and 
meaningful experience for the students and the teacher (Hall & O’Connor, 2006). 

Therefore, based on result of the data obtained from the expert judgment and teacher’s 
questionnaire during trying-out, it could be concluded that the quality of the big book developed was 
categorized as excellent media. The character based big book developed had consisted all criteria of good 
big book. Thus, it was proper to be used as a media in teaching English because it could offer a new way to 
develop literacy, facilitate the learning of new vocabulary, and enhance comprehension of texts (Rahim & 
Harun, 2010). 

However, this research was far from perfection. Besides some strengths of the media developed, 
there were still some weaknesses that need to be minimized in the form of the implementation of the big 
book in the classroom. The use of big book was less effective to be used in a big class which consisted of 
more than thirty students. Thus, it would be more effective if the implementation of the big book was 
done by dividing students into small group consisted of five up to ten students. 

Conclusion 

From the data analysis, it can be concluded that there were five kinds of character based big book that was 

developed as a media for teaching English at six grade students at SD Lab UNDIKSHA Singaraja. Those big 

books were the big book which based on the theme in the syllabus used, based on criteria of good big book, and 

consisted of character education. The themes of the big book developed were seasons, tourism, direction, airport, 

and transportation. Those big books had big size as well as big texts and illustration. The size was about 11 to 17 

inches tall (A3) in which each big book was consisted of fourteen up to fifteen pages. Moreover, the big books 

developed had simple and interesting storyline. It also consisted of character education that could be learnt by 

the students during reading the story of the big book. The kinds of character education inserted in the story were 

honest, disciplined, independent, democratic, curious, friendly/communicative, environmental care, and 

responsible. 

Therefore, based on the result of expert judgment and teacher’s questionnaire during trying-out product, it 

was found that the quality of the big book was categorized as excellent. Thus, it means that character based big 

book is proper to be used as a media for teaching English at sixth grade students at SD Lab UNDIKSHA 

Singaraja. 
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