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ABSTRACT 

 

The students’ critical reading could be beneficial towards their reading 

competency. The present research was aspired to describe and compare the students’ 

reading competencies and students; critical reading. The students’ critical reading was laid 

on high-order-reading items across classes, text genres, and reading indicators. The design 

implemented was a descriptive and comparative research. The sample size of this research 

consisted of 121 student’s altogether. The instrument used to collect data was that of a 

Reading Competency Test. The analysis techniques implemented in the research were 

Measures of Central Tendency and Simultaneous Comparison. The result of the analysis 

shows the students’ reading competency mean score = 35.02 out of the total reading 

competency score = 100. The range on the reading competency is equal to 60.00. Therefore, 

the students’ reading competency variability is very large (variance = 0.67). The analysis 

shows the simultaneous F test is 0.084. The significant score of 0.97 is higher than 0.05 

which interpreted as if there is no significant difference between every class scores in term 

of answering reading test with higher order reading items. The score of reading competency 

implies that EFL teachers need to train their students intensively and extensively in reading 

processes to enhance their ability in determining the main ideas, specific ideas, textual 

references, and word and phrase meanings of both the descriptive and recount texts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

According to the PISA 2012 as the 

international measurement also changed from 

paper-based-test into computer-based test that 

bring effect to the students as the volunteers 

(Breakspear, 2012; Zehner, 2019). An  

important thing in 2015 Indonesia fall into 64th 

position with 397 mean score in reading test 

overall. The students’ result relates with their 

prior knowledge as they come from different 

places, this statement strongly relates with 

Indonesia geography which the country with 

the widest sea in the world (Ramos, 2016; 

Volante, 2017). The International Student 

Assessment Program (PISA), a three-year 

academic survey, ranked Indonesia in the 

bottom 10 of 70 countries in 2015 (Kurniawati, 

2018). This means that literacy, mathematics, 

and science of Indonesian students are still 

weak. And including HOTS questions in 

UNBK is intended to improve students' 

thinking skills.  

Previous researches on reading are 

abundant in the literature. Uses PISA data from 

2003 until 2015 showed that the descend score 

in reading test (Breakspear, 2012). Indonesia 

has essentially doubled its public investment in 

education in recent years but the outcomes are 

still very small. There are two main problems 

that caused the slow development in education 

sector. First is teacher certification and the 

second is school operational assistance, those 

combination have cost almost all of the public 

education allocation to make Indonesia globally 

competitive in 2030 but yet not shown the 

desire result. 

The reading score of Indonesian’ 

students look descend in 2018 PISA result and 

the decline of reading performance by girls 
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made it look similar to boys’ performance 

(Schleicher, 2019). It can be translated if the 

improvement is not because the score of 

reading is risen significantly but by the change 

of the other types of volunteer. Low 

qualification of Indonesia’s teacher was the 

major problem towards Indonesia’s education 

system slow development (Varagur, 2019). 

Unfortunately, the mean score of reding in 

PISA just descending like in the 2015 with 371 

mean score. 

One of PISA score showed the young 

Indonesia readers failed to answer high-order- 

items. Meanwhile Pisa Reading test on 2015 

has showed Indonesia in the lowest place 

according to the PISA reading test. In the 

development time of student’s competency of 

reading itself create the gap of the students with 

and without high reading skill. Reading skill 

taken an important part in the successful carrier 

of the children in the future (McGeown ; 

Duncan  Griffiths ; Stothard, Sue E.2015). 

states that reading as a part of the four basic 

skill also provide many engagements to 

children success in other words the students’ 

successful carrier is depend on their reading 

activity. In the other hand the result of the PISA 

test bring a big picture that the reading of 

Indonesian children in trouble. The Head of 

Education and Culture Ministry said that 10% 

of the 40 questions tested were included in the 

HOTS category. And it was only in 2018, which 

means that the percentage or difficulty level is 

expected to be higher in 2019. The despite of 

the PISA as the international measurement of 

reading skill become the turn point of the 

curriculum in Indonesia and become the reason 

of the developing newer and more compatible 

curriculum named Curriculum 2013.  

The present research was aspired to 

describe and compare the students’ reading 

competency, especially on high-order-thinking 

items in the Sekolah Menengah Pertama 5 

Negeri (SMPN) Kuta Selatan. The reading 

competency was measured using high-order-

thinking items beyond the cognitive domain 

levels of C1, C2, and C3; the affective domain 

levels of A1 and A2; psychomotor domain 

levels of P1 and P2.  affective domain of levels 

A3 and A4; psychomotor domain of levels P3, 

P4, and P5. The text genres studied were of two 

types, namely: descriptive texts about a person, 

an animal, a place, a procedure, and recount 

texts about a personal experience and an 

accident. The text indicators measured 

consisted of four aspects, namely the word 

meanings, the textual references, the specific 

ideas, and main idea. Sekolah Menengah 

Pertama 5 Negeri (SMPN) Kuta Selatan had 

been chosen as this research’s location. The 

School located in the main Tourism Area in 

Bali with the most area with luxury hotel in 

BAdung Regency such as in Nusa dua and In 

Kuta which makes The School the indicator of 

how well the people handle tourism in the 

future. Sekolah Menengan Pertama 5 negeri 

also rank last in the UN in English that makes 

the research beneficial for the school. On the 

other hand, through the research people would 

have the main picture of the weakness of the 

students in reading through reading test that 

uses high-order item in it. The benefit will 

beneficial for the government, school, teacher 

and students themselves. 

Critical reading is a reading technique to 

comprehend the main idea despite new 

vocabulary, unfamiliar tone and often complex 

subject matter (Valeé, 2016). critical reading is 

defined as reading for comprehension of high-

order-thinking items which are focused on the 

four indicators of reading competency, namely: 

1) the main idea that is a complete simple 

sentence which illustrates the general idea of a 

text, 2) specific ideas are detailed pieces of 

information containing in the paragraphs, 3) 

textual references are pronouns in reference to 

specific nouns in the descriptive and recount 

texts, and 4) word meanings are the 

implicational words’ and phrases’ meanings. 

This study was supported by several 

previous researches. The first study analyzes 

that the connotation of being critical and claims 

to cultivate critical reading skills (Liu, 2019; 

Sun, 2017). The second study determines 

measurement is important towards higher-order 

thinking. The study consists of Anderson and 

Krathwohl Blomm’s taxonomy revised. The 

study intends to focus on multiple choice to 

measure cognitive level of the students.  The 

result presents that the benefit of using multiple 

choice are valuable for the teacher and 

professional. The benefit of using multiple 

choices for higher-order thinking such as 

cognitive level it gives accurate assertion. The 

learners and developer also gains benefit in the 

more variation of the context of the multiple 

choice (Scully,  2017). 



Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan dan Pembelajaran   

p-ISSN: 1858-4543 e-ISSN: 2615-6091 

 

JIPP, Volume 4 Nomor 3 Oktober 2020 ________________________________________________________________580  

The third study investigates the 

correlation between critical reading and literary 

communication. The study provides literacy 

theories about reading in specific or in general. 

The result of the study is the relations of the 

reading and communication which established 

newer understanding about reading, for 

example critical reading that possesses a series 

of features from (Ionescu, 2016).  

The fourth study investigates the 

efficient method of acquiring efficient-critical 

reading skills for students with. The study use 

reading group activity in the control group. The 

subjects of the study are the students of ninth, 

tenth and eleventh grade students. The result of 

the study are reading group activity is an 

effective reading method which can be applied 

in all schools especially in EFL situations and 

students have learned the effective-critical 

reading of the role-tasks offered by the group 

readings, and have gained other skills such as 

orienting their readings, making reading 

preferences, and distinguishing qualified works 

(Koçak, 2018; Yu, 2015). 

The fifth study investigated whether 

critical reading can be boost with a specific 

material such as the students; personal 

experiences because critical reading is needed 

to prepare students for uncertain future. In this 

topic, the 2 large groups of first year course 

were picked.  The result of the study shows that 

with a proper topic that got their interest the 

students more determine in reading the task in 

other words the topic also relate to their critical 

reading that need them to catch big idea or 

specific idea (Kahu, 2018; Sabet, 2018). 

The sixth study examined whether 

negative or positive effect of using multiple text 

in teaching ring for the university students. The 

result shows that the benefits of using multiple 

text and the teacher also given the consideration 

of those text. The result of the study shows that 

students got their critical reading improved 

after the exposure to multiple texts. The reason 

of the student’s improvement was that the 

students possible to use higher-order 

metacognitive skills, which enables them to 

comprehend with their learning outcome in 

reading test. The multiple texts also enables 

students to use the skills of analysis and also 

evaluation, since the students use internal, 

external and experiential intelligence to process 

the information that they read in written 

formats. Critical reading is important by the 

students especially for immigrant which speaks 

different language other than English at home 

to offer enrichment for their collage completion 

(Suarcaya, 2017; Thomas, 2018). 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

The design of this study was a descriptive 

and comparative research. The sampling 

technique used in this study was cluster-random 

sampling as the population in the present study.  

Data were analyzed, firstly descriptively, and 

then, inferentially by implementing a 

parametric statistics, namely: 1) central 

tendency measures, 2) measures of dispersion, 

and simultaneous comparisons across classes, 

text genres, and reading indicators, and 3) post-

hoc multiple comparisons, and 4) trend analysis 

(Hinkel,et al.,1979; Glass & Hopkins, 1984; 

Gall, et al.,2007).  

This study takes place in one of primary 

schools in Badung Regency. The study uses 

reading competency test to get the data. To 

maintain its validity, the researcher used 

Pearson Product Moment and the reliability of 

the data were analyzed by using reliability test 

by measuring Cronbach alpha. This is the table 

about the reliability measurement from 

(Candiasa, 2010). 

After the instrument was validated, it was 

tried-out empirically for Readability, 

reliability, items difficulty, and also item 

discrimination. Readability was meant to check 

the students’ understanding of the statements 

and/or questions in the Reading Competency 

Test items. The sample trial-out included 31 

students in Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 

5 Kuta Selatan. The Reading Competency 

Test’s reliability coefficient was computed 

using the K-21 formula (Candiasa, 2011) 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

In general, data analysis results 

regardless of the students’ names and classes, 

are shown in the Table 1.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of the Students’ Reading Competency  

No Statistics Descriptive Value 

1 Arithmetic Mean 35.02 

2 Range 60 

3 Standard Deviation 12.68 

4 Variance 0.67 

5 Standard Error 1.14 

 

In general, the table shows the students’ 

reading competency mean score = 35.02 out of 

the total reading competency score = 100. 

Categorically, the students’ reading 

competency in high-order-thinking items are 

moderate on both the descriptive texts about a 

person, an animal, a place, a procedure and 

recount texts about a personal experience as 

well as an accident (in the range scores between 

8 to 68). 

The students’ range score discloses 

another interesting fact about the Students’ 

reading competency in Sekolah Menengah 

Pertama Negeri 5 Kuta Selatan. The range 

between the highest-scored and the lowest-

scored students on the reading competency is 

equal to 60.00. Therefore, the students’ reading 

competency variability is very large (variance = 

0.67).  

Data analysis shows the simultaneous F 

test is 0.084. When the arithmetic means of the 

students’ reading competency are ordered from 

highest to lowest based on its indicators as 

shown in Table 4. The significant score of 0.97 

is higher than 0.05 which interpreted as if there 

is no significant difference between every class 

scores in term of answering reading test with 

higher order thinking items. This is not 

surprising if the Indonesia Rank was 

descending in the last few years because the 

students are not capable of answering high-

order-items questions in reading that weakness 

runs to the low achievement in their reading 

competency.  

There were similarities to the previous 

researches with this research. Students in every 

class has similar result in pre-test then basically 

the competency of the student and this study are 

similarly low (Liu, 2019). The study with 

middle high school students as the participants 

(Sun, 2017). Students’ critical reading in 

similar setting with the current study that is EFL 

setting. The previous studies were only got low 

similarities with the current study that 

transforms the current study to be very 

important for the research in the area to give 

different result and open another area to be 

derived in the future In (Suarcaya, 2017).  

There were differences relate with the 

previous stated researches. (Liu, 2019) states 

the students got improvement in answering the 

questions of reading after the treatment of 

Stylistic analysis. Stylistic analysis encourages 

students to improve their critical reading which 

then pursue them to the important values of the 

passage. Liu’s study was done in the collage 

while the current study was done in junior high 

school. (Sun, 2017) determines that the study 

uses a graphic novel in teaching critical reading 

while the current study focus more on the 

higher-order thinking items. (Scully, 2017) 

developed the study on higher-order thinking 

items in the form of multiple choice while the 

current study focus one determines the 

student’s reading competency towards higher 

order thinking items. The study form (Marina, 

2016) explains the critical reading in different 

point of views. (Kocak, 2018) states reading 

group activity is an effective reading to support 

critical reading while the current study did not 

take any action into reading method in the 

classroom. In the study form (Yu, 2015) which 

investigates the difficulties relate to critical 

reading of the students. The study from (Kahu, 

2018) investigates the material that being used 

by the teacher to engage students’ critical 

reading. Sabet (2018) found that problem 

solving task is significantly effective in critical 

reading improvement and the study did not 

describe the result in higher-order items. The 

research from (Suarcaya, 2017) which 

investigated students’ critical reading through 

reading test, written tasks and interviews while 

the current study focus on the reading 

competency, texts, reading indicators that being 

analyzed. That many stated differences just 

make the study valuable to be done. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

This study found that Junior school 

students difficult in answering high-order-
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items. the students’ reading competency mean 

score = 35.02 out of the total reading 

competency score = 100 was the result of this 

research analysis. Categorically, the students’ 

reading competency in high-order-thinking 

items are moderate on both the descriptive texts 

about a person, an animal, a place, a procedure 

and recount texts about a personal experience as 

well as an accident. The students are difficult in 

answering the reading test with higher -order 

thinking items. In the future to overcome the 

current situation the government should revise 

the curriculum and the school principle and the 

teacher must promote the learning situation 

with critical reading in it. 
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