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A B S T R A K 

Masih banyak guru mengalami problematika dalam pengajaran membaca 
permulaan menggunakan metode SAS di Abad 21. Problem tersebut 
diperparah lagi dengan adanya perubahan sistem pengajaran secara tiba-
tiba akibat Pandemi Covid19 yang kemudian berimbas pada pelaksanaan 
pembelajaran yang dilaksanakan secara daring. Oleh karena itu, 
penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis apakah guru sudah 
menerapkan metode SAS dalam pembelajaran membaca permulaan di 
abad 21 selama pembelajaran daring dengan baik ataukah belum. Jenis 
penelitian ini adalah penelitian survei dengan pendekatan deskriptif 
kuantitatif.  Jumlah sampel sebanyak 64 orang tua siswa yang dipilih 
secara acak dengan menggunakan teknik Probability sampling tipe simple 
random sampling. Pengambilan sampel pada penelitian dihitung 
menggunakan tabel penentuan sampel minimal menurut Krejcie dan 
Morgan. Instrumen yang digunakan meliputi kuesioner, observasi, dan 
wawancara. Data hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa terdapat 
peningkatan pada setiap pertemuan pembelajaran membaca permulaan 
menggunakan metode SAS  di abad 21 selama pembelajaran daring.  Hal 
ini dibuktikan dengan didapatkannya hasil pada pertemuan pertama 
sangat baik, pertemuan kedua sebesar sangat baik, pertemuan ketiga 
sangat baik dan pertemuan keempat sangat baik. Selain itu, data hasil 
penyebaran kuesioner menunjukkan bahwa keseluruhan orang tua siswa 
mengatakan bahwa bahwa rerata kecenderungan guru sudah 
menerapkan metode SAS di abad 21 dalam pembelajaran daring kategori 
baik. 

A B S T R A C T 

Many teachers still experience problems in teaching early reading using the SAS method in the 21st 
Century. This problem is exacerbated by the sudden change in the teaching system due to the Covid19 
Pandemic, which affects the implementation of boldly carried out learning. Therefore, this study aims to 
analyze whether teachers have applied the SAS method in early reading learning in the 21st Century 
during bold learning or not. This type of research is survey research with a quantitative descriptive 
approach. The number of samples was 64 parents of students who were randomly selected using the 
probability sampling technique of simple random sampling type. Sampling in the study was calculated 
using the minimum sample table according to Krejcie and Morgan. The instruments used include 
questionnaires, observations, and interviews. The research data shows an increase in each initial 
learning meeting using the SAS method in the 21st Century during bold learning. It is proven by the 
results obtained in the first meeting, which were very good, the second meeting was very good, the 
meeting was very good, and the meeting was very good. In addition, the data on the spread of 
distribution shows that all parents say that the average tendency of teachers to apply the SAS method 
in the 21st Century in learning is in the good brave category. 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 Indonesian as the language of instruction at all levels of education plays an important role in efforts 
to improve the quality of education, especially elementary schools. Learning Indonesian in elementary 
schools is essentially aimed at making students skilled in using Indonesian for various purposes, especially 
to communicate and interact with other people (Indriyani & Yusnani, 2021; Pambudi et al., 2019; Suyono et 
al., 2017). The content of learning Indonesian in elementary school according to the 2013 Curriculum aims 
to develop four aspects of language including speaking, listening, reading, and writing (Arum & Yuanta, 
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2019; Mohamad Johan, 2018). The four language skills are a unified whole. All of these language skills are 
related to mutual support in the implementation of the learning process (Krismasari et al., 2019; Perni, 
2019). One of the language skills that must be mastered by elementary school students is reading skills, 
because if students are skilled at reading, they will easily clarify their way of thinking (reasoning) through 
the information they get from reading activities (Budianti & Damayanti, 2017; Tahmidaten & Krismanto, 
2020). The results of a survey conducted on fourth grade SD/MI students in the Progress in International 
Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS), an international study of reading in children around the world sponsored 
by The International Association for the Evaluation Achievment. The results of the study show that on 
average, Indonesian children are fourth from the bottom of 45 countries in the world (Mutji & Suoth, 2021; 
Sismulyasih Sb, 2018). The results of the PIRLS survey indicate that the condition of literacy skills, especially 
reading, of Indonesian students is still relatively low. This claim is also in accordance with the results of a 
UNESCO survey in 2012 which showed the reading index of the Indonesian people was 0.001. This means 
that out of 1,000 Indonesians, only 1 person reads seriously (Mutji & Suoth, 2021). Even though reading is 
one of the literacys needed in facing the challenges of the 21st century (Widodo et al., 2020). 

Students in facing the challenges of the 21st century must be accustomed to mastering 21st century 
skills (Hirschman & Wood, 2018; Lavi et al., 2021; Malik, 2018). This is because 21st century skills must be 
presented in the learning process in the digital era (Kivunja, 2015; Malik, 2018; Redhana, 2019). There are 
various skills that students must possess in the 21st century, namely the ability to think critically and 
problem solving, the ability to communicate and collaborate, the ability to create and update, information 
and communication technology literacy, contextual learning skills, information skills and media literacy 
(Ichsan et al., 2019; Lavi et al., 2021; Rahmawati, 2019). One of the skills that bridge these skills is literacy. 
Literacy skills are needed by anyone, especially students. Literacy is a skill to manage information. Literacy 
skills enable students to communicate information in solving problems. Reading activities in school. This is 
because reading is the basic literacy that is needed in shaping global competence (Lin et al., 2019; A Widodo 
et al., 2019). Reading is one of the language skills that every student must have (Kusmayanti, 2019; 
Tahmidaten & Krismanto, 2020). This is because, in every aspect of student life involves reading activities. 
What's more, the very rapid progress of the times requires students to be able to have broader knowledge. 
Reading is a bridge and an absolute requirement for gaining knowledge (Tahmidaten & Krismanto, 2020; 
Yuniarti & Radia, 2020; Zhao & Wu, 2021). Everything obtained from reading activities will allow students 
to have high thinking power and broaden their horizons wawasannya (Kurniaman & Noviana, 2016; Lai et 
al., 2019). The level of high and low reading ability can also affect the intensity of student learning. Learning 
to read in elementary schools is divided into two stages, namely preliminary reading and advanced reading 
(Memiş & Kandemir, 2019; Wang et al., 2021). The basic stages in learning to read begin with reading the 
beginning. Beginning reading skills are aimed at literacy skills, developing basic reading mechanisms, such 
as the ability to associate letters with the sounds of the language they represent, developing eye movements 
to read from left to right, reading simple words and sentences. This reading skill is taught in the early grades 
of Elementary School. 

 Learning to read early in the early grades is considered very important (Glover, 2017; Tse et al., 
2019). This is because learning to read does not only play a role in improving students' language skills, but 
more than that, namely to improve students' abilities in studying other subjects (Lai et al., 2019; Sheen & 
Luximon, 2021; Vuong et al., 2019). In addition, the reading ability obtained at the beginning of reading will 
greatly affect the ability to read further. However, in reality, early reading learning carried out in elementary 
schools is still not satisfactory and not in line with expectations (Lin et al., 2019; Yuniarti & Radia, 2020). 
This is evidenced by the discovery of problems faced by students in beginning reading. common problems 
faced by students in beginning reading, including students' difficulties in reading word for word, incorrect 
paraphrasing, pronunciation errors, omissions, repetitions, reversals, insertions, substitutions, and using 
lip movements, using index fingers, and moving the head, vocal difficulties, clustering difficulties, 
diphthongs, dysgraphs, difficulty analyzing word structure, and not recognizing words in sentences. If the 
problem is not immediately addressed, it will have a negative impact on students, especially on the quality 
and learning outcomes of students in elementary school.  

These problems need to be addressed immediately by finding solutions so that the learning carried 
out can provide optimal results and be able to improve student learning outcomes. Based on these 
problems, of course, parties are needed who are expected to be able to find solutions by providing guidance 
and direction to the problems faced by students. The teacher is one of the educators who is the spearhead 
in distributing knowledge to the next generation in an educational institution. This is because the high and 
low quality of education is influenced by the education intermediary itself, namely the teacher (Nathalia et 
al., 2015; Sutarto et al., 2020; Syahputra et al., 2017). Therefore, however, teachers, especially grade I 
elementary school teachers, must try really hard to be able to provide a good basis for abilities and in 
accordance with the level of student development. First grade elementary school students are students who 
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are in the age range of 7-8 years and are in the concrete operational stage. At this stage it is characterized 
by the development of a system of thought based on certain logical rules (Toropova et al., 2021; Ulfaeni et 
al., 2018). Students are able to make conclusions from something in real situations or by using concrete 
objects, and are able to consider two aspects of real situations together. At this stage, students have the 
enthusiasm to learn something, especially learning basic skills in reading. Therefore, teachers should use 
teaching methods that are appropriate to the level of students' reading development. One of the teaching 
methods that suit the level of student development is Structural Analytic Synthetic (SAS). 

The Synthetic Structural Analytical Method (SAS) is a model that is devoted to learning to read early 
in the early grades (Chandrathilaka et al., 2021; Kumar & Baggi, 2022). This is because, this method 
considers students' language experience. In the operational process, the SAS method has steps based on 
operations in the sequence: 1) Structural displays the whole, 2) Analytical performs the decomposition 
process, 3) Synthetics performs recombination to the original structural form. The SAS method is based on 
several principles, namely the principle of linguistics (the study of language) which views the smallest 
language unit for communication as a sentence. Sentences are formed by the units of language below, 
namely words, syllables, and phonemes (letters) (Chen et al., 2021; Hermita et al., 2020; Sulaiman & 
Hasrianti, 2021). With the steps arranged in such a way, it makes it easy for students to follow the procedure 
and will quickly read on the next opportunity. Based on the linguistic basis, this method will help children 
master reading fluently. In addition, the SAS method is a method recommended and required by the 
government to teach beginning reading. This method will be applied efficiently and innovatively if there are 
no obstacles in its application.  

However, in reality, the world of education is currently facing the Corona Virus Disease 2019 
(Covid-19) pandemic. The problem encountered now is online learning began to complain about the 
Education sector, educators, students, and parents.It is certain that the government Learning using virtual 
media has many limitations. In addition, the length of learning is also reduced. So, situations like this are 
minimal, making teachers more focused on efforts to complete learning materials according to curriculum 
achievement (Nengrum et al., 2021; Solong, 2021). This can be the basic basis for a change in the teaching 
system for early reading using the SAS method. Therefore, it is recommended to balance between online 
and offline learning. This is because the application of online learning is very in line with the emphasis of 
the learning system in the 21st century (Nengrum et al., 2021). So that in the process of its application it 
requires special attention and readiness from teachers and students. Research related to the use of the SAS 
method in early reading has been carried out by several previous researchers. The results showed that 
learning to read at the beginning using the SAS method could increase students' activity and understanding 
in learning so that students' reading skills increased, because in principle this model has operational steps 
with a structural sequence (Damayanti et al., 2014; Jabir, 2020; Yusmiati, 2021).Based on previous research, 
problems in early reading, and the application of the SAS method in the 21st century, the researcher will 
conduct research on early reading skills and the application of the SAS method in the 21st century. The 
researcher wants to analyze the extent to which the application of SAS method in early reading learning in 
the 21st century is has met the 21st century learning aspects, the syntax of the SAS model, and is in 
accordance with online learning or not. Researchers will use survey research methods. The method was 
chosen because of the relatively large number of samples and in accordance with the objectives of the 
research to be carried out by the researcher. This study aims to analyze whether teachers have implemented 
the SAS method in early reading learning in the 21st century during online learning well or not. 

 
2. METHOD 

 The research that will be conducted by the researcher is a descriptive quantitative research with 
survey method. Quantitative descriptive research is one type of research that aims to describe 
systematically, factually, and accurately about the facts and characteristics of certain populations, or try to 
describe phenomena in detail (Suharsaputra, 2018). Survey research is also defined as research that takes 
samples from a population and uses a questionnaire as a data collection tool. In this study, researchers used 
a questionnaire as a data source. When researchers use survey research, teachers and students as 
respondents are asked to provide answers. Answers from respondents will be processed using certain 
quantitative analysis techniques. Data collection by researchers is limited to samples for all populations. 
The population in this study were parents of grade I elementary school students in cluster IV Depok, Sleman, 
which consisted of Kentungan Elementary School, Caturtunggal 7 Elementary School, Samirono Elementary 
School, Colombo Complex Muhammadiyah Elementary School, and Kanisius Demangan Baru I Elementary 
School.        

In this study, researchers used samples from the entire population of parents of grade I elementary 
school students in cluster IV Depok, Sleman as research samples. The population of parents of students was 
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chosen because they are respondents who are involved in assisting students during the online learning 
process so that they are considered to understand the process of the teaching and learning process. The 
researcher also used probability sampling technique of simple random sampling type in determining the 
sample of parents of students. Probability sampling is a sample selection process that is carried out 
randomly and objectively, in the sense that it is not based on the wishes of the researcher, so that each 
member of the population has a certain opportunity to be selected as a sample. Sampling in the study was 
calculated using the table for determining the minimum sample according to Krejcie and Morgan with a 
95% confidence level and the results obtained were 64 samples for parents of students. After determining 
the sample size, the researcher then continued with the simple random sampling technique. This is done 
because to take samples at each school. 

Data collection techniques used in this study were questionnaires, interviews, and documentation. 
The questionnaire used is closed, respondents are not allowed to provide answers other than the answer 
choices that have been determined. The answer choices that have been provided are "very good, good, 

medium, low, and very low" by putting a checklist (🗸) in one of the answers, so that a firm answer is 
obtained. The researcher also used a structured interview guide sheet to find out things in depth related to 
the respondents' answers from the results of the completed questionnaire. The documentation in this study 
is not used to determine the application of the SAS method in early reading in the 21st century, but is used 
to analyze physical data that can be used as research evidence. The data analysis technique in this research 
is descriptive statistical analysis technique. In survey research, data analysis is needed to determine the 
level of application of the SAS method in early reading in the 21st century using a Likert scale (Sugiyono, 
2017). The data used previously passed the stages of validity and reliability. Of the 60 questionnaire 
statements tested, 35 were declared valid and reliable.  

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Result 
 This study was raised from the problem of implementing learning, especially in terms of teaching 

early reading using the SAS method in the 21st century during online learning. So this study aims to 
determine the level of mastery of teachers in using the SAS method in teaching early reading in the 21st 
century during online learning. The instruments in this research are observation sheets, interview 
guidelines, and questionnaires. The instrument has been tested on students and is declared suitable for use. 
The activities assessed were the activities of grade I teachers during the process of teaching early reading 
using the SAS method in the 21st century during online learning, whether they were in accordance with the 
steps of the SAS method and the peculiarities of 21st century skills or not. The assessment was carried out 
by the observer, namely the researcher himself in the initial reading lesson in class I SD group IV Depok, 
Sleman.  

 

 
 

Figure 1. Implementation of learning 
 

Beginning reading learning using the SAS method in the 21st century has increased in every 
meeting, where the first meeting was 90.74%, the second meeting was 92.59%, the third meeting was 
94.44% and the fourth meeting was 96.29%. From these results, the mean will be searched to determine 
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the success criteria achieved in the implementation of lectures and the results obtained are 93.98%. With 
the acquisition of a percentage score of 93.98%, it can be ascertained that the success rate of teachers in 
applying the SAS method in online learning in the 21st century during online learning can be categorized as 
good. The questionnaire regarding the application of the SAS method in early reading in the 21st century 
consisted of 35 questions/statements, measured using a Likert scale with a score of one to five and 
distributed to 64 parents of grade 1 students at SD cluster IV Depok Sleman. The Sturges formula 1+ 3.3 log 
64 = 6.973 is brought closer to 7. The range of data is 78 - 65 = 13. The length of the class interval of each 
group, which is 1.857, is brought closer to 2. The data that has been obtained is then calculated using the 
frequency distribution of filling out questionnaires by people old students. The frequency distribution data 
was processed to obtain descriptive statistical values with the help of Microsoft excel. The results of the 
analysis obtained a mean score of 91, 871 (92%). To find out the trend of whether teachers have applied 
the SAS method in the 21st century in online learning, it can be done by classifying the data using a scale of 
five. The following is the classification of data. The tendency of teachers to apply the SAS method in the 21st 
century in online learning is presented in Table 1. The following presents a circle of teacher tendencies in 
applying the SAS method of reading in the early 21st century in online learning in Figure 2. 

 
Table 1. Classification of the Tendency of Teachers to Apply the SAS Method in The 21st Century in Online 

Learning 

 
                                               Figure 2. Circle of Teacher Tendencies in Implementing Learning 
 

Based on table 1 and figure 2, it shows that in the trend of teachers already implementing the SAS 
method in the 21st century in online learning, there are 5 parents (8%) who answered in the very good 
category, 23 parents (36%) answered in the good category, 14 parents (22%) answered in the medium 
category, 11 parents (26%) answered in the low category, and 5 parents (7.%) answered in the very low 
category. This shows that the average tendency of teachers to have applied the SAS method in the 21st 
century in online learning is in the good category, has met the peculiarities of 21st century learning, the 
syntax of the SAS model, and online learning. 

 
Discussion  

The SAS method is a method of learning early reading skills by displaying a complete sentence 
which is then broken down into words, syllables, and letters, then the parsed sentences are combined back 
into complete sentences as before (Farhurohman, 2019; Muriani et al., 2018; Sulaiman & Hasrianti, 2021). 
The results of the study prove, where the total score of the observations reached 93.98%. This figure shows 
that grade 1 teachers at SD cluster IV Depok, Sleman have implemented the SAS method of early reading in 
the 21st century during online learning well. This is due to the importance of 21st century skills for 
elementary school students when learning online. Therefore, the ability of educators (teachers) greatly 
supports the success of 21st century skills  Junedi et al., 2020)(Hanifa, 2017; Tondeur et al., 2019).  

Kriteria Interval Frequency Percent Score 
Very good 𝑋 ≥ 75,388 5 8% A 

Good 72,796 ≤ 𝑋 < 75,388 23 36% B 
Enough 70,204 ≤ 𝑋 < 72,796 14 22% C 

Not good 67,621 ≤ 𝑋 < 70,204 17 26% D 
Not very good 𝑋 < 67,621 5 8% E 
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These abilities are contained in the profile of 21st century educators, namely knowledge, 
pedagogical, and product criteria. Beginning reading is important as a basic prerequisite for student 
achievement in learning (Glover, 2017; Jabir, 2020; Sulaiman & Hasrianti, 2021). In order to achieve student 
success, teachers need to give serious attention and design attractive learning designs in accordance with 
the principles of the 2013 Curriculum (Kurniaman & Noviana, 2016; Setiawan et al., 2020; Wulandari, 
2020). instructional Media. However, 62% of parents are not satisfied with the learning media used by the 
teacher. This dissatisfaction is because the teacher lacks innovation in using learning media. Teachers are 
still dominantly using offline media which are then used during online learning, so they are considered less 
effective because they are not in accordance with the learning conditions currently being faced. The use of 
learning media will certainly have an impact on students' understanding in receiving the teaching material 
delivered by the teacher (Ferdiansyah et al., 2020; Gunawan et al., 2017; Jogezai et al., 2021). Therefore, the 
teacher must choose media that is suitable and in accordance with the situation and conditions of students 
(Aisyah & Muhammad Alif Kurniawan, 2021; Anggraini et al., 2019; Hosen et al., 2021). 

Synthetic Analytic Structural Method (SAS) is one of the methods that can be used in the learning 
of beginning reading skills (Havisa et al., 2021; Kumar & Baggi, 2022). The results revealed that 74% of all 
parents of students surveyed admitted that teachers have taught by paying attention to the stages of 
beginning reading until students can parse sentences, begin learning beginning reading by displaying and 
introducing a whole sentence, parsing one sentence into words, words become syllables, syllables become 
letters. The process of decomposition/analysis in beginning reading learning with the SAS method, includes: 
(a) sentences into words (b) words into syllables, and (c) syllables into letters. This indicates that the 
teacher has conducted the beginning reading instruction in accordance with the stages of the application of 
the SAS method. The 21st century presents its own problems in the world of education (Bal-Taştan et al., 
2018; Gürsoy, 2021; Setyawan & Ahsan, 2020). The results of the study revealed that 53% of all parents 
studied admitted that teachers used image stimuli, real objects, informal questions and answers to explore 
students' language (creativity), gave early reading teaching by starting from something known and known 
to students (critical thinking), collaborate in reading by playing games (collaboration), and often ask 
students (communication). The learning model and its assessment system in the 21st century should be 
directed at encouraging students to think critically; (2) creativity skills (creativity); (3) communication 
skills (communicating); and (4) collaboration (Chai & Kong, 2017; Sadaf & Johnson, 2017; Setyawan & 
Ahsan, 2020). This indicates that the teacher has carried out early reading teaching in accordance with the 
peculiarities of 21st century learning. 

There needs to be a balance between online and offline learning (Nengrum et al., 2021; Singh & 
Thurman, 2019; Sutarto et al., 2020). The results of the study revealed that 52% of all parents studied 
admitted that teachers applied the SAS method in online learning and it was not much different from the 
application in offline learning. This shows that teachers have applied the SAS method of early reading in the 
21st century during online learning, only using different teaching tools. In the online learning process, 
teachers use the zoom tool to communicate directly with students, collaborate on SAS learning with 
YouTube media, educational games, digital images to explore students' language and explain sentences. In 
the offline learning process, all early reading learning activities are carried out face-to-face and using print 
media facilities but do not leave the unique elements of the SAS method and 21st century skills. Because 
one of the teacher innovations that must be developed during this covid-19 pandemic is learning about 
century skills. (Octaberlina & Muslimin, 2020; Salmia & A. Muhammad Yusri, 2021; Waruwu, 2020). 

 
4. CONCLUSION 

Online learning that is being carried out in the world of education, especially elementary school 
education, is a form of embodiment of the application of 21st century skills that are currently being 
promoted, which are related to the use of technology and literacy. Teachers who initially implemented the 
early reading teaching system using the SAS method offline switched to online learning. Therefore, of course 
this will be problematic and a change in the application of learning. However, based on the results of the 
research and discussion that have been put forward, it was found that the grade 1 teachers of SD cluster IV 
Depok Sleman succeeded in applying the SAS method of early reading in the 21st century during online 
learning well. However, the media used in the teaching system needs changes to adapt to the situation and 
conditions to be effective.  
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