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Isu-isu kontemporer sangat penting bagi pelajar K-12 untuk
mengembangkan kesadaran mereka terhadap kondisi sosial sebagai
potensi pemecah masalah. Oleh karena itu, penilaian kemahiran
diperlukan untuk memeriksa perolehan kompetensi mereka. Penelitian
ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis kemahiran dan tantangan siswa Kelas
10 mengenai isu-isu kontemporer di kalangan sekolah negeri di Filipina
Tengah mengenai pentingnya mempelajari isu-isu kontemporer, hak
politik, hak asasi manusia, dan hak pendidikan terkait dengan jenis
kelamin dan keterlantaran. Memanfaatkan pendekatan deskriptif-
komparatif, kuesioner dan daftar periksa yang telah divalidasi dan diuji

level, descriptive-comparative,
Philippine public schools

[eNolel
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reliabilitas diberikan kepada 261 siswa menggunakan tanggapan awal,
pengembangan, pendekatan kemahiran, kemahiran, dan lanjutan.
Dalam analisis data digunakan mean, standar deviasi, penghitungan
frekuensi, persentase, rank, Mann Whitney, dan Kruskal Wallis. Secara
umum, mereka mendekati kemahiran di semua bidang yang
menunjukkan bahwa kompetensi tersebut belum dikuasai sepenuhnya.
Oleh karena itu, perbaikan dalam pengajaran sangatlah penting.
Sebagai perbandingan, terdapat perbedaan ketika dikelompokkan
berdasarkan jenis kelamin dan wilayah dimana siswa perempuan dan
TVL menilai kemabhiran lebih tinggi dibandingkan rekan-rekan mereka.
Sementara itu, mereka tertantang dalam hal motivasi belajar, strategi
pengajaran tradisional, manajemen waktu dalam menyelesaikan tugas,
fasilitas belajar yang tidak memadai, dan kesempatan belajar interaktif
yang tidak memadai. Berdasarkan hasil ini, hal ini menyiratkan
pentingnya meningkatkan strategi pengajaran guru dalam memastikan
kemahiran kualitas siswa dalam isu-isu kontemporer.

Copyright ©2023 by Author. Published by
Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha.

ABSTRACT

Contemporary issues is essential for K-12 learners to develop their awareness of the social conditions
as potential problem solvers. Hence, proficiency assessment is necessary to check their competency
acquisition. This study aims to analyze the Grade 10 students’ proficiency and challenges on
contemporary issues among public schools in Central Philippines in the importance of studying
contemporary issues, political rights, human rights, and educational rights relative to sex and strand.
Utilizing a descriptive-comparative approach, a validated and reliability tested questionnaire and
checklist were administered to 261 students using beginning, developing, approaching proficiency,
proficiency, and advanced responses. In data analysis, mean, standard deviation, frequency count,
percentage, rank, Mann Whitney, and Kruskal Wallis were employed. Generally, they have
approaching proficiency in all areas indicating that the competencies were not fully acquired. With this,
improvement on instruction is critical. Comparatively, there was a difference when grouped to sex and
strand where females and TVL students rated higher proficiency than their counterparts. Meanwhile,
they are challenged on their motivation to learn, traditional teaching strategies, time management in
accomplishing tasks, inadequate learning facilities, and insufficient interactive learning opportunities.
Given the results, these imply the importance of improving the teachers’ instructional strategies in
ensuring the students’ quality proficiency in Contemporary issues.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Contemporary issues subject is essential in developing the learners' awareness of the various
global social conditions as potential problem solvers. Also, this makes them aware of their duties as
community members and citizens of the country (Andrews, 2021; Bovaird et al., 2015). Additionally, it is
designed to help them recognize the current political, social, economic, and ideological developments that
influence their positive behavior towards society. Meanwhile, learning this subject's competencies
establishes an in-depth understanding of the societal challenges and critically envisions ways of reshaping
society toward peaceful social living (Maksum et al., 2021; Ossai, 2016) Hence, offering this discipline is
necessary among students to make them responsible citizens and active social problem solvers. In
response, the Philippine Department of Education K to 12 curriculums offers contemporary issues as a
discipline that makes the learners responsive to the social demands. Mainly, this provides the learners
with an in-depth understanding of the contemporary challenges in the country's politics, human rights,
education, and social accountability through research and data analysis (Giorgdze & Dgebuadze, 2017; Ilic,
2021). It also develops their capacity to become critical, reflective, and prudent in their decision-making,
social responsibility, and participation as national citizens. Lastly, it establishes their values to become
environmental, nationalistic, and accountable, which are necessary for social and national development.
However, considering its nature, the students are expected to research and share ideas on various social
conditions. Most find these academic tasks and responsibilities demanding (Dewi & Primayana, 2019;
Ibardeloza et al, 2022). Some perceives this course difficult for it entails discussions, analysis and
interpretations, and sharing of insights on matters like politics, human rights, and education, which they
think are beyond their comprehension. Inevitably, the pandemic negatively affected the instruction, which
shifted the teaching mode to modular-online (Bual & Madrigal, 2021; Placencia Jr & Lopres, 2022). During
this circumstance, both teachers and learners were not designed for this instructional set-up, which
compromised the students' disposition and competency acquisition of contemporary issues. It is observed
among public schools in Central Philippines that most students find this subject uninteresting because it
demands reading articles and legal documents from the internet vis-a-vis the different social issues. They
had to memorize concepts and ideas and share during the class or put them into writing. These tasking
responsibilities demand much motivation and interest among the students. Not to mention, the pandemic
effects on the educational landscape, which negatively impacted their disposition towards learning
(Garcia & Weiss, 2020; Torres & Ortega-Dela Cruz, 2022).

Some had difficulties in connectivity, learning management systems, and modular
comprehension, which demotivated them and compromised the acquisition of contemporary issues
learning. In the Philippines, there was a study on contemporary issues as a social studies discipline.
Previous study conducted on the use of contextualized differentiated instruction in contemporary issues
relative to the development of the COVID-19 model (Saguin et al.,, 2020). This record only shows a need
for more literature, especially on students' proficiency level vis-a-vis contemporary issues in the context
of public schools. There were also proficiency studies in Economics (Quirao et al., 2022) and Biology
(Manzanares & Linaugo, 2022) but no record on contemporary issues. This is the gap that this study
would like to fill in. Thus, this paper assessed the Grade 11 students’ proficiency level in contemporary
issues among selected public schools in Central Philippines during 2022-2023 in terms of the importance
of studying contemporary issues, political, human rights, and educational issues when taken as a whole
and grouped to sex and strand. Likewise, it identified the challenges encountered in learning
contemporary issues. Also, it determined the difference in their proficiency level in contemporary issues
when grouped to demographics. The findings may serve as a basis in formulating the proposed Strategic
Intervention Materials (SIM) for low-proficiency areas to improve the contemporary issues instruction
among public schools. The study theorized that the students’ proficiency level is rated advanced since they
already finished the subject and are expected to have acquired the competencies regardless of the
demographics. This assumption was anchored on cognitive development theory which perceives that as
individuals progress, they acquire specific cognitive understanding. As they develop the cognitive skills,
they engage in higher-level thinking, comprehend higher concepts, and apply the principles to real-world
situations regardless of sex and strand. This has something to do with the student's proficiency level. Since
they already finished the contemporary issues course, they are expected to have acquired and manifested
the subject's competencies in their assessment.

2. METHOD

This This study utilized a quantitative research design, particularly the descriptive-comparative
approach. The descriptive approach assessed the student’s proficiency level in contemporary issues and
the challenges they encountered. Meanwhile, the comparative approach investigated their proficiency
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level differences when grouped to sex and strand. The respondents were 261 Grade 11 HUMSS students
among selected public schools in Central Philippines. They were determined using stratified random
sampling and fishbowl technique. Demographic profile of the respondents is show in Table 1.

Table 1. Demographic Profile of the Respondents

Variable f %
Sex
Male 127 48.7
Female 134 51.3
Strand
CCS 46 17.6
HUMSS 112 429
SMAW 41 15.7
TVL 62 23.8
Total 261 100.0

Base on Table 1 in assessing the study, a 45-item researcher-made test questionnaire was used. It
was based on the Social Studies Most Essential Learning Competencies (MELCs) (DepEd, 2016). The
instrument underwent validation and yielded a valid score of 0.89. It was pilot-tested, subjected to item
analysis, and produced a Cronbach's alpha score of 0.908. It was responded to using the scale in ascending
order: beginning, developing, approaching proficiency, proficiency, and advanced. Regarding the
challenges, it employed a researcher-made checklist regarding teacher, student, facilities and resources,
learner environment, and curriculum factors. In data analyses, descriptive and comparative studies were
utilized. Frequency count, percentage distribution, rank, mean, and standard deviation were used to
analyze the students' proficiency level and challenges. Meanwhile, Kolmogorov-Smirnov was used for
normality test. The result revealed that their proficiency [KS=0.106, p=0.000] was not normally
distributed. Specifically, Mann Whitney and Kruskal Wallis were used in investigating the difference in
their proficiency when grouped to sex and strand. Lastly, the researcher ensured the paper’s ethical
soundness in adherence to the general principles of respect for persons, justice, and beneficence by the
Philippine Health Research Ethics Board (PHREB). Specifically, it addressed the participants’ vulnerability
and ensured their anonymity and the confidentiality of the data gathered.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Result
Proficiency Level of Students on Contemporary Issues

Table 2 presents the students’ proficiency level in contemporary issues. Their proficiency level
manifests their acquisition of knowledge, skills, and competencies in providing a thorough understanding
of the social conditions, whether legal, political, human rights or educational. Generally, their approaching
proficiency indicates that they still need to acquire the subject's competencies fully. Expectedly, they
should have learned the subject since they already took this before the assessment. Hence, the instruction
is put into question. Meanwhile, a much-needed improvement to achieve the advanced rating is necessary,
perhaps focusing on the four areas, which were all rated approaching proficiency too.

Table 2. Level of Proficiency of Students on Contemporary Issues

Importance of
Studying

Variable Political Rights Human Rights Educational Rights Proficiency

Contemporary

Issues

M SD Int M SD Int M SD Int M SD Int M SD Int
Sex
Male 683 335 AP 328 206 De 517 3.02 De 277 196 De 18.06 8.99 AP
Female 857 3.15 AP 417 251 AP 666 318 AP 357 190 AP 2297 8093 AP
Strand
CCS 6.54 253 AP 272 173 De 530 314 AP 246 149 De 17.02 6.84 De

HUMSS 875 288 AP 388 217 AP 6.15 284 AP 350 207 AP 2229 839 AP
SMAW 441 173 De 239 112 De 354 167 De 178 165 De 12.12  3.30 De
TVL 894 380 AP 511 278 AP 761 353 AP 406 160 AP 2573 1034 AP
Whole 772 336 AP 374 234 AP 594 319 AP 318 197 AP 2058 9.27 AP
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Base on Table 2, the student’s proficiency level in contemporary issues (M=20.58; SD=9.27) is
approaching proficiency. All areas were approaching proficiency: the importance of studying
Contemporary Issues (M=7.72; SD=3.36), political issues (M=3.74; SD=2.34), human rights issues
(M=5.94; SD=3.19), and educational issues (M=3.18; SD=1.97). Regarding demographics, both males
(f=127, 48.7%) and females (f=134, 51.3%) acquired approaching proficiency ratings. Relative to strand,
HUMSS (f=112, 42.9%) and TVL (f=62, 23.8%) were rated approaching proficiency, while CCS (f=46,
17.6%) and SMAW (f=41, 15.7%) were developing.

Difference in the Proficiency Level on Contemporary Issues in terms of Sex and Strand

Table 3 presents the difference in the student's proficiency level in contemporary issues regarding
sex and academic strand. The significant differences in their proficiency level relative to these
demographics indicate that their assessments differ, as reflected in the post hoc analyses, where female
and TVL students scored higher than their counterparts.

Table 3. Difference in the Proficiency Level of Students on Contemporary Issues in Sex and Strand

Variables U Y/ p

Sex 5654.000* -4.688 0.000
X df P

Strand 66.777* 3 0.000

Note: *difference is significant when p<0.05

Base on Table 3 The results revealed a difference in their proficiency level when grouped to sex
[U=5654.0, p=0.000]. Meanwhile, there was a difference when grouped to strand [x2(3) =66.777,
p=0.000]. Hence, the null hypotheses are rejected. Post hoc analyses revealed that female and Technical-
Vocational-Livelihood (TVL) students scored significantly higher that their counterparts.

Challenges of Students in Learning Contemporary Issues

Table 4 presents the students' challenges in learning contemporary issues regarding teacher,
student, facilities and resources, learning environment, and curriculum related factors. In the teachers'
traditional teaching, this is expected among students of modular-online instruction. During pandemic,
these teachers were also struggling to deliver the instruction. Most resorted is conventional teaching like
memorization of concepts. They delivered the instruction through lectures to survive the shifting
instructional mode. Online lectures became possible during pandemic instruction since the students and
teachers could not meet in the actual classroom. This circumstance may have affected the students' rating.

Table 4. Challenges of Students in Learning Contemporary Issues

Factors f %
A. The teacher....

utilizes traditional teaching 131 50.2
depends on textbooks 104 39.8
misses to give feedbacks 68 26.1
pressures the students of tasks 55 211
teaches that is out of expertise 50 19.2
lacks student encouragement 28 10.7
lacks teaching confidence 21 8.0
Factors f %

has poor background of the subject 17 6.5
lacks connection of social issues to students’ lives 17 6.5
lacks utilization of educational technology 8 3.1

B. The students....

lack motivation to learn 131 50.2
have difficulty in time management 127 48.7
find it difficult to understand the topics 90 34.5
get bored about social issues 55 21.1
lack background on social issues 44 16.9
find the subject irrelevant 42 16.1
find the subject uninteresting 39 14.9
lacks utilization of technology in learning 35 13.4
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C. Facilities and Resources: The school ...

has limited instructional facilities 115 44.1
lacks encouragement to use library 98 375
lacks updated learning resources 75 28.7
lacks encouragement to use technology 75 28.7
D. The learning environment ...
lacks collaborative learning 106 40.6
lacks administrative support for activities 59 22.6
at home is not favorable for studying 58 22.2
in the classroom is not conducive 39 14.9
E. The curriculum’s
objectives are difficult to understand 78 29.9
topics demand much activities 72 27.6
competencies are unachievable 66 25.3
topics are irrelevant 58 22.2
subject demands unachievable tasks 52 19.9

Base on Table 4, the students’ challenges in learning contemporary issues were identified
regarding teacher, student, facilities and resources, learning environment, and curriculum factors. Relative
to the teacher factors, their traditional teaching (f=131, 50.2%), was considered the top issue. Regarding
the students, they mostly lack the motivation to learn the subject (f=131, 50.2%). In facilities and
resources, limited facilities like television, computers, and connectivity for instruction (f=115, 44.1%)
challenge most students. Regarding learning environment, it lacks collaborative learning (f=106, 40.6%).
Lastly, in curriculum, the subject’s objectives are difficult to understand (f=78, 29.9%).

Discussion
Proficiency Level of Students on Contemporary Issues

Several factors could be attributed to the student's overall proficiency in contemporary issues.
This subject is challenging because it deals with familiarizing concepts of politics, education, and human
rights as overarching competencies (Esman et al., 2023; Ravetz, 2020). In fact, previous studies found that
most students struggle with contemporary issues due to terminologies, memorizing cases, critical
thinking, reading, constitution, and class interaction which cause their non-performance (Cheek et al,
2017; Pan & Hamilton, 2018). They are also expected to provide in-depth understanding of the social
issues. Besides, these learners were products of pandemic instruction, where most depended on modular-
online learning, and assessments were unreliable (Clair et al., 2011; Placencia Jr & Lopres, 2022). Most
also need to gain prior knowledge of the complex principles of the topics. Additionally, they were deprived
of interaction during class discussions due to technological and connectivity constraints (Cena & Bual,
2021; Ravetz, 2020).

Previous study found that when students encounter politics and laws, most do not engage
because of their demand for higher-order comprehension (Alic & Bual, 2021). Imagine familiarizing laws
and policies governing politics and human rights, which are demanding for learners amid pandemic
conditions. In education, to grasp its issues, the students must critically analyze the curriculum and its
implementation (Dwi et al., 2018; Kolesnikov et al.,, 2019). In fact, previous study perceived that education
is too broad to grasp due to its various facets and thrusts (Prior, 2022). Lastly, pandemic study argue that
this circumstance has negatively affected the instruction and the student's disposition toward learning,
compromising their competency acquisition (Placencia Jr & Lopres, 2022). Regarding the political issues,
its approaching proficiency shows that the learners still need to fully acquire the competencies that
concern their take on political challenges. The fact that this subject deals with the constitution, political
laws and their understanding of the existing issues, it is expected that most students find this difficult and
time-consuming to deal (Ibardeloza et al., 2022; Wahyuni et al., 2019). Most find this too heavy since it
demands higher-order thinking. This scenario could contribute to the approaching proficiency of this
domain. In support, other study found that learning political issues is challenging for students, especially
with insufficient background, since it concerns political ideologies and debates (Levy et al., 2015). Hence,
the findings imply motivating the students' interest in political issues amid the difficulty. Relative to the
human rights issues, the approaching proficiency rating indicates that they need to adequately learn the
competencies. Human rights are the most comprehensive problem in society nowadays, where students
can learn a lot (Barker et al., 2015; Blumberg & Fisch, 2013). However, due to the pandemic instruction,
these issues were highlighted little since the teaching mode shifted to distance instruction which
compromised the actual interaction and, the student's learning, which probably influenced the rating
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(Castells, 2015; Merrill et al., 2017). Previous study found that human rights lessons are potential avenues
for students to share their ideas since they are bombarded with many issues regarding these phenomena
daily through their social media experiences (Montaner Sanchis et al, 2022). Meaning, compared to
politics and education issues, the students can relate much since it is easy for them to react in agreement
or not. Hence, the findings imply improvement of teaching strategies through exposing the students to
human rights issues to elicit their sharing of ideas.

Meanwhile, the approaching proficiency of male and female students, indicates that both still need
to fully acquire the contemporary issues' competencies. Both experience similar struggles during the
pandemic instruction, which negatively resulted in poor knowledge acquisition (Cena & Bual, 2021;
Shapiro & Stefkovich, 2021). During this circumstance, both were confined to modular-online learning at
home, where those who excel and non-performing share similar struggling experiences on coping. The
result shows poor competency acquisition despite the higher proficiency of the Technological-Vocational-
Livelihood (TVL) students. All share similar struggling experiences on learning the subject amid the
shifting instructional mode. How much more those students leaning towards Contact Center Services
(CCS) and Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW) strands. Their developing results indicate they have
struggled a lot in learning the subject during the pandemic considering its complex nature (Garcia &
Weiss, 2020; Margario et al., 2022). Basically, they are into an application and demonstrative skills, where
during this circumstance were deprived of these activities and appropriate assessments. Hence, these
findings imply the improvement of instruction post-pandemic and conduct further studies to validate the
results of this paper.

Difference in the Proficiency Level on Contemporary Issues in terms of Sex and Strand

In sex, the rating could be attributed to the fact that contemporary issues subject requires research
and sharing of ideas which by nature are female-oriented. With the outnumbering females in this study,
this record could highly influence the girls' rating. Basically, girls are more interested to learn
contemporary issues since most boys would find these to be tasking and demanding. In support, when it
comes to doing research and writing, most males ask the girls to do these for them (Wildman, 2021). In
fact, most boys find these boring and unproductive since they do not usually move. Other study perceived
that boys normally are interested in participating and excel when activities are psychomotor (Margario et
al., 2022). Additionally, female students usually have higher motivation in any subject compared to males
(Froiland & Worrell, 2016; Oh & Syn, 2015). This could be because the subject entails metacognitive skills
and comprehension of complex concepts. Previous study agreed that female learners have higher
engagement, ability beliefs, and performance than males (Yildirim, 2016). Regarding sharing ideas and
opinions, especially during class discussions or writing, other study argued that females are more open to
problems and are willing to share them than boys (Jabor & Azhar, 2019). These findings imply
improvement of instructional strategies that elicit the motivation, and participation of both male and
female students in learning contemporary issues subject to increase their competency acquisition.

Regarding the academic strand, the higher proficiency of TVL could be ascribed to the fact that the
nature of contemporary issues entails research works and writing compliances that employ the use of the
internet and technology (Barrera, 2022; Mustafa & Alzubi, 2020). Before the assessment, these students
were products of online-modular instruction. Compared to other students of different strands, TVL
students were inclined to use technology most of the time where they can manipulate it and most likely
are more compliant on online submissions (Barrera, 2022; Pahilanga et al,, 2023). During pandemic,
studies show that in online-modular instruction, those who are into technology can usually cope because
they can manipulate learning management systems. Here, most students leaning towards TVL were
participative due to their knowledge of using technology (Jayben et al,, 2022; Torres & Ortega-Dela Cruz,
2022). They can do online research and share their ideas via online platforms. Hence, they could acquire
the learning incomparable to other strands that needed help to cope with the pandemic instruction which
they were not designed. On one hand, the outnumbering HUMSS students are expected to get a higher
rating in this assessment since contemporary issues is a social science (Ocampo, 2023). However, it
cannot be denied that they were also struggling with modular-online learning. With this, the findings
imply the essentials of eliciting the students' interest to participate regardless of their strands. Further
studies are also encouraged assessing the post-pandemic students to validate the claims.

Challenges of Students in Learning Contemporary Issues

Meanwhile, prior to pandemic, most Filipino teachers were at ease with conventional teaching.
Besides, the discipline entails complex concepts that need the teachers' knowledge, where lectures,
discussions, and memorizations are necessary (Ravetz, 2020; Torres & Ortega-Dela Cruz, 2022).
Meanwhile, inadequate instructional resources like recent textbooks and technology also affected the
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teachers' conventional teaching. These compromise the students' motivation to learn the subject. Previous
study argued that students find lessons boring in traditional instructions (Giorgdze & Dgebuadze, 2017).
Students nowadays are motivated to learn when provided with activities that employ audio-visual,
psychomotor, and technological approaches (Esman et al., 2023; Margario et al., 2022). Hence, innovating
the teachers' strategies is essential in teaching contemporary issues. Regarding student factors, their lack
of motivation could be ascribed to the nature of the subject itself. Contemporary issues subject entails
research, reading, and familiarization of political, educational, and legal concepts and issues, and most
students find this challenging. They also need to share their opinions on the social conditions, which is
demanding (Ibardeloza et al., 2022; Pan & Hamilton, 2018). These respondents were products of modular-
online instruction, and most needed time to be ready for this instructional setup. Some were not
participative because of technological and connectivity issues. These scenarios could have influenced their
rating (Merrill et al., 2017; Placencia Jr & Lopres, 2022).

Previous study found that activities that concern research are discouraging and demotivating
among students, given their insufficient skills. Some even copy-paste online to comply. They perceive
these activities as time-consuming (Ecang & Petalla, 2022; Garcia & Weiss, 2020). Meanwhile, most
students normally get rid of familiarizations of legal, economic, and political concepts since these demand
higher thinking. Additionally, some do not share their opinions during discussions because they do not
want to think that their answers are wrong (Ibardeloza et al., 2022; Quirao et al., 2022). Hence, these
encourage the teachers to exhaust techniques that make lessons interesting and the students share.
Relative to issues on facilities, the limited resources and connectivity for instruction could be ascribed to
the pandemic effects. The shifting instructional modality to modular online affected many students (Cena
& Bual, 2021; Torres & Ortega-Dela Cruz, 2022). In this learning mode, the students relied much on
modules and learning management systems. Some did not have gadgets, and some without internet
connection (Ecang & Petalla, 2022). In previous study most struggled with technology and connection
during the pandemic due to low family income (Garcia & Weiss, 2020). Other study also argued that
distance learning is complex since it requires connectivity, information, educational materials, and digital
skills (Mustafa & Alzubi, 2020). Hence, this encourages incorporating technology in instruction to train
and develop the students’ skills.

Lastly, regarding the students' difficulty in understanding the contemporary issues’ objectives, it
boils down to the subject’s complex nature. The objectives deal with concepts, terminologies, principles,
and issues in law, politics, education, human rights, economy, and many others. Considerably, most
students find these beyond their comprehension (Barker et al,, 2015; Maksum et al., 2021). Given the
approaches like research and case analysis, most perceive these as demanding and difficult to understand.
Hence, these imply clear orientations among students on the objectives of contemporary issues and
exhausting instructional strategies to understand the subject. The findings also signify the essentials of
addressing the identified challenges to establish the quality teaching-learning process. Hence, by
improving the instruction and addressing these challenges, public schools ensure the students’
competency acquisition and guarantee their engagement on the social conditions. However, given the non-
validation of theory and the assessment’s limitations, further post-pandemic studies on the student’s
proficiency in contemporary issues are encouraged to validate the claims.

4. CONCLUSION

The students’ overall approaching proficiency implies the importance of improving the
contemporary issues’ instructional delivery among public schools in Central Philippines. The
improvement is necessary in achieving the advanced competency of the discipline as prescribed by the
Department of Education. To achieve this, the teachers play an essential role in exhausting varied
instructional strategies and providing opportunities that elicit the students’ knowledge, skills, attitude,
motivation, interest, and interactive participation towards the subject.
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