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ABSTRACT

Character is a key issue in education, highlighted by the rise of adolescent promiscuity, drug abuse,
crime, and radicalism, indicating a deepening moral crisis. This study aims to analyze the influence of
learning culture and soft skills in improving the character of high school students. This type of research
is survey research. The approach to this research is quantitative, with an ex post facto research design.
The population of the study was 361 students. The sample was taken using the proportional random
sampling technique with random sampling. The number of samples in this study was 218 people. Data
were collected using the questionnaire method and document recording. Meanwhile, the instrument
used to collect data was a questionnaire sheet. Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential
statistical analysis techniques. The results of the study showed a very significant path coefficient.
Analysis of learning culture on student character obtained a very significant path coefficient, proving that
learning culture has a direct positive effect on student character. Analysis of learning culture on student
characteristics through soft skills obtained an indirect effect. Learning culture has a significant effect on
student soft skills with a contribution of 65.5%. Learning culture and soft skills have a direct effect on
student character with a contribution of 66.8%. It is concluded that, student character can be formed
through a good learning culture and soft skills.

1. INTRODUCTION

Education plays an important role in human life (Dewi & Putra, 2018; Pratama et al., 2018; Wijaya,
etal.,, 2018). Education is a crucial aspect in national development, because it acts as along-term investment.
The improvement of human resources aims to create education that is able to form intelligent and
competitive individuals, with the principles of justice, quality, and relevance to the needs of local and global
communities (Apriyani et al., 2022; Ismail, 2021; Syarifudin, 2020). The progress of a nation is not only
determined by the achievements and technological progress, but also by the character and behavior of its
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human resources (Yulianti et al, 2022; Mufidah & Jamain, 2020; Ramadoni et al.,, 2019; Sukendar et al,,
2019). Education is considered as a means to form the character of a generation that has insight, high
morals, and has the skills to create innovation and adapt to the progress of the times (Yulianti et al.,, 2022;
Mufidah & Jamain, 2020; Safitri et al.,, 2021; Nugraeny & Mukminin, 2019; Ramadoni et al., 2019; Sukendar
etal.,, 2019). Education is considered as a process of knowledge transformation that involves several aspects
or components that support educational activities. Education aims to develop three aspects of intelligence
in students, namely emotional, intellectual and spiritual intelligence. Character in this case is considered as
the ultimate goal of education (Amin et al,, 2022; Utsman et al,, 2022). Education has a central role in
developing human potential and overcoming the moral crisis, because it is an effort to foster the quality of
human resources as a whole (Utsman et al., 2022; Amin et al., 2022; Nugraeny & Mukminin, 2019). Based
on this idea, education is considered as a determinant of a country's existence and is even considered a
matter of life and death for the entire nation.

The quality of education also has an impact on all aspects of community and national life (Amin et
al., 2022; Utsman et al,, 2022; Dewantara & Dibia, 2021; Fahmy et al., 2015). The government is committed
to developing education to create the Golden Generation of 2045 with 21st century skills, emphasizing
character as the core of education in Indonesia. Education is considered a vital element that can influence
the future and the viability of life for every Indonesian citizen (Pujiasih, 2020; Darman, 2017). The quality
of a country's education has a significant impact on its global progress. But in reality, there are still many
students who have bad characters. Previous research findings also revealed that some students showed bad
characters at school (Ana & Wakhudin, 2020; Astawa et al., 2020; Ismail, 2021). Other research also reveals
that poor character is caused by a lack of education or bad company (Siregar et al., 2021; Hendikawati et al.,
2016; Suarni etal.,, 2019).The results of observations conducted at SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja also showed that
there were several students who had poor character. This is known by some students who do not respect
teachers and violate school rules. The moral crisis in students is reflected in behavior that does not reflect
the character of the nation, such as increasing cases of bullying, cheating in exams, conflicts between
students, acts of corruption, and money laundering involving various levels of society, including high-
ranking officials to the village level (Kanji etal., 2020; Rulianto, 2019). This situation is more worrying when
it is done by educated individuals and has strategic positions in government or society. In addition, the
emergence of free association behavior among teenagers, abuse of narcotics, psychotropics, and addictive
substances (NAPZA), criminal acts, and radicalism, further strengthens the indications of a moral crisis
(Sheva, 2019; Mirawati, 2015; Malihah, 2014).

The spirit of nationalism, patriotism, and the spirit of defending the country also experienced a
decline. Meanwhile, self-confidence as a cultured child of the nation was shaken by admiration for the
lifestyle of foreign nations. This encouraged individuals to adopt behavior and lifestyles that were not in
line with local religious and cultural rules that had become an inseparable part of society (Saputra et al,,
2022; Andriyana et al,, 2021; Sheva, 2019; Mirawati, 2015; Malihah, 2014). Thus, the mismatch between the
goals of national education and the results seen in the character of the nation indicates an urgent need to
improve the effectiveness of education and strengthen the role of religious education in forming moral
values and character that are in line with national ideals. Based on this, one solution to improve student
character is to create a positive learning culture and help students develop soft skills. Schools have a central
role in growing and educating students to become superior individuals (Kusuma et al,, 2023; Ana &
Wakhudin, 2020). Schools are not only expected to create a learning culture that focuses on high
achievement, but also to build positive behavioral attitudes in the surrounding environment. The role of
teachers has a significant impact on achieving success and quality of education (Maulana et al., 2020;
Luthviyani etal, 2019; Pradana, 2019). The government also implemented changes to the education system
that are adjusted to future needs, especially with the rapid development of information and communication
technology. This effort is made to form a generation of Indonesia that is tough, cultured, and has a positive
character.

The approach is expected to produce a transformation in character building. The main focus is to
instill moral values and a learning culture that can advance positive character and make students
experience behavioral changes (Puspitasari et al.,, 2021; Yuliyanto et al., 2018). Character development
becomes a habit and culture becomes something that is highly emphasized (Sulastri et al.,, 2022; Erviana,
2021; Hulu, 2021). Learning in schools is considered successful if it is supported by a positive and consistent
learning culture that is applied by students, by increasing motivation and interest in learning that is relevant
to the development of soft skills or students' personal abilities (Hanifa et al., 2021; Murtafiah et al., 2017).
Soft skills refer to skills that are more related to a person's sensitivity to their surroundings (Avriani et al.,
2022; Chaibate et al.,, 2020). Soft skills is basically a development of the concept of emotional intelligence
(EQ), which includes skKills, talents and habits that contribute to the formation of a person's personality and
attitude (Avriani etal.,, 2022; Chaibate etal., 2020; Snape & Zealand, 2017; Cinque, 2016). Soft skills are also
closely related to skills and expertise outside the academic context (non-academic) that students need to
build social relationships with their surroundings.Therefore, the importance of developing soft skills
through a learning culture cannot be ignored. This aims to accustom students to instill values recognized by
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the school and society. The learning culture here refers to students' learning habits that are carried out
continuously and driven by personal desires, not just the result of coercion (Hou, Chen, & Yu, 2023; Hanifa
etal.,, 2021; Suardana et al., 2018; Murtafiah et al., 2017).

Previous research states that learning culture can help students to be more focused and improve
their abilities significantly (Norris & Murphy, 2020; Yuenyong & Yuenyong, 2012). Other studies also reveal
that developing soft skills for students is very important to improve students' skills (Setiani & Rasto, 2019;
Cinque, 2016; Ratnawati, 2016). It is concluded that the culture of learningand soft skillsinfluences the
entire psychological experience of students involving social, emotional, and intellectual aspects. The
cultivation of values in educational institutions plays an important role in helping students form character
and soft skills that lead to learning autonomy. The novelty of this study is that there has been no research
study on learning culture and soft skills improving the character of high school students.

The urgency of this research is the improvement of student character which needs to be done
through a culture of learning and soft skills.Based on this, the aim of this research is to analyze the influence
of learning culture and soft skills improving the character of high school students. The results of this study
are expected to provide information regarding the analysis of the influence of learning culture and soft skills
in improving the character of high school students. Thus, in the future this research can provide
implicationson strengthening the culture of learning and soft skills to improve students' character,
especially high school students.

2. METHOD

This type of research is survey research. The approach used in this study is quantitative, using an
ex post facto research design. Ex post facto research is related to variables that have occurred and
researchers do not need to provide treatment to the variables studied. Meanwhile, in terms of its nature,
this research design is descriptive and correlational. This study intends to measure the influence of Learning
Culture and Soft Skills on the Character of Class X Students of SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja. Therefore, the
paradigm model used is the paradigm of the conceptual model of the influence between independent
variables (exogenous) and dependent variables (endogenous). This research design sets the independent
variable (X) as Learning Culture and Soft Skills (Y1) as the intervening variable, while the dependent variable
that is influenced or becomes a result of the independent variable is Student Character (Yz). The research
was conducted at SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja. The population of the study included all students of class X of
SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja, consisting of 10 classes with a total of 361 students, namely 180 male students and
181 female students. The sample was taken using the proportional random sampling technique with
random sampling, paying attention to the proportion (balance of gender and class). The random process
was carried out by drawing the names of students in each class. The minimum number of samples taken
according to the Krejcie and Morgan table is 186 people. However, assuming an observation of 95% and
data that can be processed as much as 90%, the expected number of samples is 218 people, with details of
108 male students and 110 female students.

The methods used in collecting data are questionnaires and document recording. The
questionnaire is used to obtain data on learning culture, soft skills, and student character. The questionnaire
used in this study is a closed questionnaire with five answer scale options. The document recording method
is used to record school data in the form of profiles, history, and learning regulations. The instrument used
to collect data is a questionnaire sheet. Furthermore, to measure the validity of the construction instrument
or construct validity, two Judgment Experts were consulted. The measurement of the validity of the
questionnaire items used Product Moment Correlation. The calculation of reliability used the alpha-
cronbach coefficient. After being tested on 30 respondents, the total number of valid statements was 43
statements with details of 15 statement items on aspects of learning culture, 15 items on soft skill variables,
and 13 items on student character variables. The distribution of the correlation coefficient figures was
between 0.393 and 0.715, rcount was greater than 0.361 (r> 0.361), while the calculation of reliability
obtained an Alpha coefficient of 0.690 to 0.839, for invalid questionnaires revised so that all questionnaire
items could be used for research. The questionnaire grid is presented in Table 1.

Table 1. The Data Collection Instrument Grid

No Research Variables Dimensions and Indicators of Variables
1  Student Character Religious
a. Saying hello
b. Pray before and after studying
c. Performing religious worship
d. Celebrating religious holidays
Discipline
a. Getused to being on time
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No Research Variables Dimensions and Indicators of Variables

b. Getused to obeying school rules.
c. Take advantage of free time/breaks to study
d. discuss/ ask

Nationalism
a. Proud to be an Indonesian,
b. Love for the homeland and nation
c. Proud of Cultural Diversity
d. Prioritize common (general) interests,

Independent
a. Understanding yourself and the situation
b. Have Self control
c. Self Regulation

Mutual cooperation
a. Have a spirit of solidarity
b. Social interaction
c. Active in community movements

2 Soft Skill Intra Personality

a. time management skills/discipline
b. creative ability
c. integrity and honesty
d. motivational and analytical

Inter-Personality
a. communicate
b. selfunderstanding
c. responsible for tasks in the Team
d. ability to work effectively with a team

3 Learning culture Student learning culture during learning at school, namely the
classroom

a. Ask questions during learning,
b. Carry out a task
c. Follow the lesson well

Student learning culture outside the classroom in school
a. use free time to study and discuss with friends / teachers
b. study for future lessons

Student learning culture outside the classroom outside of school
a. study together for homework
b. ask the teacher about the test
c. enthusiastically looking for previous exam questions to study again.

The collected data were then analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical analysis
techniques. Descriptive analysis was used to measure each independent variable data and dependent
variable with a five-category assessment scale. The results of this analysis will be presented in the form of
a frequency distribution table and histogram diagram. To assess the tendency of the Learning Culture, Soft
Skills, and Student Character variables, the average score and ideal standard deviation of each variable,
conversion guidelines were used which would be categorized into five categories. Inferential statistical
analysis was used to analyze the effectivenesslearning culture and soft skills towards the character of high
school students.The data analysis prerequisite test was carried out through four types of tests, namely the
normality test, variance homogeneity test, linearity test, and multicollinearity test using the SPSS 26.0 for
Windows program.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Result

Description of the student learning culture variable is measured through the student learning
culture during learning at school, namely in the classroom, outside the classroom in school, and the student
learning culture outside the classroom outside school.Learning indicators inclassroom average3.92-4.31 in
range61.0% - 66.1%strongly agree the range of 14.7%-35.3% is considered high, this isdescribeMany
students have a good learning culture in the classroom, such as daring to ask questions and do
assignments,no students felt that they had great difficulty in learning in the classroom.
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Illearning indicatorsoutside the classroom inside the schoolaverage 4.11- 4.27, in the range of
59.6% - 67.4% strongly agree in the range of 26.1% - 29.8% is classified as high.The indicator for learning
outside school is on average 3.91-4.22, the proportion of answers agreeing is 59.6%-75.7% or strongly
agreeing in the range of 8.7%-30.7% is classified as high, thisillustrates that not many students experience
difficulties when studying outside of school. The conclusionThe highest average of 4.19 is in the indicator
of learning culture outside the classroom. While the lowest average of 4.11 is in the indicator of learning
outside school. Soft Skill Variablesstudents are measured through Intra-Personality and Inter-Personality
indicators.The average inter-personality description is 4.17-4.42, the proportion of answers agreeing in the
range of 50.9%-61.9% or strongly agreeing in the range of 28.9%-45.4% is classified as good. The average
intra-personality description is 4.15-4.33, the proportion of answers agreeing in the range of 61.9%-75.2%
or strongly agreeing in the range of 20.2%-35.8% is good. This description explains that, inter-personality
is formed well such as communication skills, good self-understanding, responsible and able to work
together effectively in a team.There are no students whose soft skills are very low in the interpersonal
section.Intra-personality descriptions are well formed such as time management skills, creativity, integrity
and analytical motivation.The highest average of 4.31 is in the inter-personality indicator, while the lowest
average of 4.24 is in the intra-personality indicator. Student character variables are measured through
indicators of religiosity, discipline, nationalism, integrity, and mutual cooperation.The average description
of student character is 3.68-4.41 in the range of 41.7%-67.0% or very agree in the range of 28.4%-57.3%
very good. This description provides an overviewdiscipline indicatorisaverage student character excellence
4.23-4.56that student discipline is formed well, such as being present on time, obeying school rules, being
able to organize study schedules and being able to discuss.The description in another section shows that
many students' lack of independence stems from weak self-control.

Data normality test using the Kolmogorov Smirnov test with the help ofSoftwareSPSS 26.0 for
Windows. The minimum learning culture score is 44 and the maximum is 75 with an average of 60.31. The
test results produce z = 1.280 and p = 0.075, concluding that the learning culture score follows a normal
distribution. Soft Skill Score The minimum score is 50 and the maximum is 75 with an average of 62.2, the
test results produce z = 1.080 and p = 0.194, concluding that the soft skill score follows a normal
distribution. The histogram of student character scores is a minimum of 50 and a maximum of 70 with an
average of 60.31, the test results produce z = 1.266 and p = 0.081, concluding that the student character
score follows a normal distribution. The summary of the results of the normality test analysis is presented
in Table 2.

Table 2. The Summary of Results of Data Distribution Normality Test Analysis

No Variables N KSZ p two sides Information
1  Learning culture 218 1,280 0.075 Normal
2 Soft Skill 218 1,080 0.194 Normal
3 Student Character 218 1.266 0.081 Normal

Data homogeneity test was conducted using Fisher's F Test. The data variance test was randomly
divided into two parts, each with 109 samples, calculated from the squared value of std. deviation, and the
F value was calculated. The learning culture score of group 1 had an average of 59.62 and a deviation of
5,562, in group 2 it had an average of 60.99 and a deviation of 5,273. The results of the Levene homogeneity
testhad F=0.017 (p> 0.05), so that the homogeneity of the learning culture score variance could be met.Soft
Skill Homogeneity Test group 1 has an average of 61.73 and a deviation of 4.942, in group 2 has an average
of 62.80 and a deviation of 4.759. The results of the Levene soft skill test have F = 0.092 (p> 0.05), it can be
concluded that the soft skill score variance can be met, The Results of the Student Character Homogeneity
Test group 1 has an average of 59.19 and a deviation of 4.502, Group 2 has an average of 59.38 and a
deviation of 4.189. The results of the Levene test have F = 0.430 (p> 0.05). It is concluded that the
homogeneity of student character can be met. The results of Levene's test provide the conclusion that the
homogeneity of the variants of the three variables is acceptable. The linearity test used is the linearity test
from Ramsey with the help of the SPSS 26.0 for Windows software program with the resultslinearity in the
three paths in the hypothesis model meets the requirements. Each path has acceptable linearity test results
(p < 0.05).Thus, all paths are proven to have significant linearity. The results of the linearity test are
presented in Table 3.

Table 3. The Linearity of the Model

No Track Linearity Deviation from Linearity = Results
1  Culture of Learning to Soft Skills F=396.649;P=0.000 F=0.778;P=0.790 Linear
2 Learning Culture to Student F=386.395;P=0.000 F=1.555;P=0.042 Linear
Character
3 Soft Skills to Student Character F=352.275; P=0.000 F=2.615;P=0.000 Linear
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The path coefficient in the diagram is calculated from two equations, namely path analysis
describes the form of the relationship between exogenous variables (learning culture) with mediating
variables (soft skills) and endogenous variables (student character). Path analysis describes the form of the
relationship between exogenous variables (learning culture) with endogenous variables (soft skills and
student character), important things in regression analysis are path coefficients, determination coefficients
(R2) and t-test results. The contribution of the learning culture variable in explaining soft skills is 65.5%.
The result of the path coefficient test of learning culture on soft skills is 0.809 (p = 0.000) which shows
significant. This result explains that a good learning culture will improve soft skills. The contribution of the
variables of learning culture and soft skills in explaining student character is 66.8%. The result of the path
coefficient test of learning culture on student character is 0.501 (p = 0.000) which is significant. The result
of the path coefficient test of soft skills on student character is 0.358 (p = 0.000) which is significant. This
result explains that good soft skills will improve student character. The indirect effect of soft skills as a
mediator in the influence of learning culture on student character is obtained from the product of two path
coefficients 0.809 x 0.358 = 0.290. Both coefficients are tested significant, the indirect effect of learning
culture on student character is 0.290. So the indirect effect of 0.290 is significant. For the suitability of the
path analysis model is calculated from the two determination coefficients (Rz).

The coefficient of determination of soft skills is 0.655, student character is 0.668, then the
suitability of the model in the relationship of these three variables is Rzmodel = 0.885 or 88.5%. The level
of suitability of the model that explains student character is 88.5%, and the remaining 11.5% is explained
by other variables that have not been included in the model.In testing the first, second, and third hypotheses,
the coefficient results are used. Meanwhile, to test the fourth hypothesis, the Sobel test is used, namely to
test the significance of the large indirect influence.A summary of the hypothesis test can be presented in
Table 4.

Table 4. The Hypothesis Test Results

Influence of Variables  Path Coefficient T Sig. Information
X with Y1 0.809 20.231 0.000 Significant
X1 with Y2 0.501 7.491 0.000 Significant
Yiwith Y2 0.358 5.356 0.000 Significant

The results of the data analysis of the regression model Y1 = bo + b1X1 show significance. The effect
of learning culture (X) on soft skills (Y1), measured by the path coefficient of 0.809 (p = 0.000), is smaller
than the alpha value of 0.05 (ax = 5%), indicating significance. The t-test was conducted to test the
hypotheses Ho: B = 0 and Hi: > 0. The results of the analysis showed t count (20.231) > ttable (1.971) with
a significance level of 5% and degrees of freedom (df) 215, so Ho was rejected and H1 was accepted. This
means that there is a positive and significant effect of learning culture on soft skills, confirming that learning
culture affects the soft skills of students of SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja. Thus, the first hypothesis is proven true.

The regression model Y = bo + b1X1 shows significance. The influence of learning culture (X) on
student character (Y2), is measured by the path coefficient of 0.501 (p = 0.000). This coefficient is proven to
be significant (p <0.05), indicating that a better learning culture improves student character. With these
results, the hypothesis Hz is proven true, namely that there is a significant influence of learning culture on
the character of class X students of SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja. The t-test was conducted to test the hypothesis
Ho: B = 0 and Hi: B > 0 on the path coefficient of learning culture on student character. The analysis shows
teount (7.491) > trable (1.971) with a significance level of 5% and degrees of freedom (df) 215. Thus, Ho is
rejected and Hi is accepted, or that statistically there is a positive and significant influence of learning
culture on the character of students of SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja. This confirms that students who are able to
form a good learning culture will experience an increase in character.

The results of the study conducted at SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja related to the soft skill variable (Y1)
on Student Character (Yz) in the path coefficient significance test. The regression model Y = bo + b1X1 shows
significance. The influence of learning culture (X) on student character (Y:), measured by the path
coefficient of 0.501 (p = 0.000). This coefficient is proven to be significant (p <0.05), indicating that a better
learning culture improves student character. With these results, the H2 hypothesis is proven true, namely
that there is a significant influence of learning culture on the character of class X students of SMA Negeri 3
Singaraja.

The t-test was conducted to test the hypothesis Ho: 3 = 0 and Hi: B > 0 on the path coefficient of
learning culture on student character. The analysis showed tcount (7.491) > trable (1.971) with a significance
level of 5% and degrees of freedom (df) 215. Thus, Ho was rejected and H1 was accepted, concluding that
statistically there is a positive and significant influence of learning culture on the character of students of
SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja. This confirms that students who are able to form a good learning culture will
experience an increase in character.
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The indirect effect of learning culture (X) on student character (Y2) through soft skills (Y1) is
calculated by multiplying the two path coefficients: 0.809 (the effect of learning culture on soft skills) x
0.358 (the effect of soft skills on student character) = 0.290. Hypothesis H4 states that there is a significant
indirect effect of learning culture on student character through soft skills of class X SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja.
This test is related to the significance results of the two path coefficients (0.809 and 0.358). The t-test is
conducted to test the significance of the indirect effect of learning culture on student character through soft
skills.

The formulation of the statistical hypothesis is Ho: f1xB2 = 0 (no significant indirect effect), Hi: 81
xB2 > 0 (there is a significant indirect effect), with a significance level of a = 5% and degrees of freedom (df)
215. The ttable value is 1.971. The test results show that t count (5.356) > tuble (1.971) with a significance
level of 5%, so Ho is rejected and Hi is accepted. This means that there is a positive and significant indirect
effect of learning culture on student character through soft skills. Thus, the fourth hypothesis (H4) is proven
true, indicating that a good learning culture can improve the character of students of SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja
indirectly through the development of soft skills.

Discussion

The results of the data analysis show that,there is influencelearning culture and soft skills on the
character of high school students. This can be caused by several factors. The first factor, learning culture
can improve the character of high school students.The cultivation of values in educational institutions is
recognized as an important factor in shaping character (Kusuma et al., 2023; Ismail, 2021; Astawa et al,,
2020).The contribution of learning culture to student character is considered stronger than soft skills,
where a good learning culture can improve students' character after improving soft skills. Academic culture
can influence the education and mental development of students (Khaerunnisa & Muqowim, 2020; Supriadi
etal, 2020).

The results of the research analysis on class X students at SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja show a learning
culture,soft skills, and the students' character is included in the good category. The culture of learning
outside the classroom makes the biggest contribution to soft skills students and overall learning culture
have a positive and significant impact on student character. The contribution of learning culture and soft
skills to student character reaches 66.8%, while the remaining 33.2% may be influenced by other variables
not examined in this study.

Previous research also revealed thatSchool culture influences student character through instilling
character values, teacher role models, and routine activities at school (Safitri & Ramadan, 2022; Pradana,
2019; Bakaetal.,, 2018). Thus, the role of teachers is key in forming students' character through role models,
habituation, and acculturation in the family, school, and community environments (Salasiah, 2021;
Khaerunnisa & Muqowim, 2020; Maulana et al., 2020; Supriadi et al, 2020). This study provides an
important contribution in the context of the independent learning curriculum, emphasizing that character
education is not only related to academic achievement and technology, but also to the formation of student
character.

The second factor, soft skills can improve the character of high school students.Schools must
respond to these demands by maximizing the development of student character. This can be achieved by
focusing on positive values and providing assistance through a learning culture and efforts to improve soft
skills (Avriani et al,, 2022; Snape & Zealand, 2017). Analysis shows that students who are able to form a
good learning culture will have an impact on improving soft skills. This finding is in line with research which
confirms that soft skills are related to students' basic abilities, including self-motivation, responsibility,
communication skills, and environmental adaptation (Almeida & Morais, 2021; Younis et al., 2021; Merz,
2014).

This study confirms that, soft skills play a significant role in individual success, with 80% of success
achieved through soft skills (Mitsea et al., 2021; Wiguna, 2020). This is in accordance with social psychology
research which shows that 82% of the success of successful people is determined by emotional and
interpersonal skills, while only 18% is determined by knowledge and skills (Younis et al., 2021). Thus, the
results of this study provide strong support for the success of soft skills in influencing student character and
achievement. A good learning culture is key to forming soft skills and both contribute to students' success
in facing various life challenges.

The third factor, learning culture and soft skills can improve the character of high school students.
Many students face failure in the learning process due to the lack of adoption of a positive learning culture
(Aditya Dharma, 2019; Irhandayaningsih, 2019). Therefore, learning culture has a very crucial role in the
realm of education. Through education, it is hoped that the development of soft skills and character can be
achieved optimally (Puspitasari et al., 2021; Yuliyanto et al., 2018). Currently, learning approaches are
required to be able to integrate students' soft skills and hard skills. Therefore, the learning process should
be student-centered, giving them the opportunity to build their own knowledge and skills, allowing for deep
learning (Sulastri et al., 2022; Erviana, 2021; Hulu, 2021).
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Academic culture can influence education and mental development of students. Thus, the role of
teachers is key in shaping students' character through role models, habits, and acculturation in the family,
school, and community environments (Maharani et al., 2018; Muliani et al., 2015). The learning culture in
educational institutions plays an important role in shaping character and developing students' soft skills
that are essential for life (Hanifa et al., 2021; Murtafiah et al., 2017). The process of cultivating values helps
students obtain values that are in accordance with expectations, and the improvement of soft skills, both in
interpersonal and intrapersonal, is greatly influenced by the learning culture in the school environment.

Previous research stated that,soft skills has a positive impact on students' abilities, providing an
important contribution in addition to mastery of cognitive aspects (Avriani et al,, 2022; Chaibate et al.,
2020). Other research also states that learning culture contributes to student character (Eka Sulistyawati,
2021; Suandewi et al., 2019). The results of the research analysis on grade X students at SMA Negeri 3
Singaraja showed that the learning culture, soft skills, and character of students were included in the good
category. The learning culture outside the classroom made the greatest contribution to students' soft skills
and the overall learning culture had a positive and significant impact on students' character. The
contribution of learning culture and to students' character reached 66.8%, while the remaining 33.2% may
be influenced by other variables not examined in this study..

The latest information in this study has implications for strengthening the culture of learning and
soft skills to improve students' character.A positive school culture can help improve the quality of character
education and overall school progress. This study makes an important contribution in the context of the
independent learning curriculum, emphasizing that character education is not only related to academic
achievement and technology, but alsoalso with the formation of student character, whose values are
relevant to current conditions. However, research is limited to looking at learning culture and soft skills that
occurs in high school students. The context in the conditions of learners with different levels such as
elementary school students and vice versa such as in adult learners needs to be studied further.

4. CONCLUSION

The latest results of this study show that there is a positive and significant indirect influence of
learning culture on student character through soft skills. This also shows that a good learning culture can
improve the character of students at SMA Negeri 3 Singaraja indirectly through the development of soft
skills. This study supports the concept that learning culture involves individual or group habits in exploring
information from the surrounding environment. A conducive school culture has a strategic role in shaping
students' character through habits and examples from various parties in the school environment. Soft skills
character-based learning has a positive impact on students' personalities and makes an important
contribution in addition to mastering cognitive aspects. Soft skills which develops through religious
education teaching also has a positive influence on students' attitudes, such as honesty, responsibility, time
discipline, and acceptance of input.
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