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A B S T R A K 

Sejalan dengan perkembangan pendidikan abad 21 yang saat ini 
menekankan pada berpikir kritis, analisis masalah, pemecahan masalah, 
pengambilan keputusan, dan penciptaan sesuatu yang baru. Hal ini 
menuntut guru untuk menggunakan paradigma baru dalam merancang 
RPP yang menunjukkan Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS). 
Pelaksanaannya tidak berjalan sesuai rencana. Penelitian ini bertujuan 
untuk mengidentifikasi isi RPP terkait indikator Higher Order Thinking Skill 
(HOTS). Desain penelitian kualitatif dengan studi dokumen digunakan 
untuk menganalisis data. Data diperoleh secara kualitatif dengan 
melakukan observasi, analisis dokumen, dan wawancara. Hasil penelitian 
menunjukkan bahwa Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) tidak tercantum 
dalam keseluruhan RPP tetapi hanya terdapat di beberapa bagian. Aspek 
terintegrasi HOTS adalah kompetensi dasar dan indikator. Hasil ini 
berimplikasi pada guru bahasa Inggris untuk mengembangkan penerapan 
Higher Order Thinking (HOTS) dalam isi RPP. 
 

A B S T R A C T 

In line with the development of 21st century education which currently emphasizes critical thinking, 
problem analysis, problem solving, decision making, and the creation of something new. It requires 
teachers to use a new paradigm in designing lesson plans that demonstrate Higher Order Thinking Skills 
(HOTS). The implementation did not go according to plan. This study aims to identify the content of 
lesson plans related to Higher Order Thinking Skill (HOTS) indicators. A qualitative research design with 
a document study was used to analyze the data. Data obtained qualitatively by conducting observations, 
document analysis, and interviews. The results showed that Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) were 
not listed in the entire lesson plan but were only found in some parts. The integrated aspects of HOTS 
are basic competencies and indicators. These results have implications for English teachers to develop 
the application of Higher Order Thinking (HOTS) in the content of lesson plans. 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 Vocational education is one of the educations that builds work competence (Sudira & Juwanto, 
2019). Vocational education is one of the educational pathways to prepare students to get jobs through 
mastering skills relevant to the world of work (Fitriyanto & Pardjono, 2019). Vocational education can help 
develop optimal, quality, and competitive human resources (Gunawan et al., 2021). The existence of 
vocational education is closely related to the social development of the workforce and produces quality 
workers (Hamid et al., 2017). Vocational learning must encourage students to be creative and innovative, 
think critically to solve problems and have the ability to communicate and collaborate (Hidayati & Wagiran, 
2020). So, in other words, vocational education is an education that provides human resources who are 
ready to work. Vocational education must produce human resources who can compete in the era of the 
industrial revolution 4.0 and have 21st-century capabilities. 21st-century abilities include communication, 
collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking skills. According to skills (Bialik & Fadel, 2015; Erdogan, 2019; 
Pardede, 2020; Perron et al., 2021), 4C skills play an important role in learning because they can help 
teachers face the future. 

Among the four existing skills, critical thinking is one of the essential skills in 21st-century 
education that students need to master. Critical thinking ability is the ability to analyze facts, convey ideas, 
defend opinions, make comparisons, draw conclusions and evaluate the arguments given, and the ability to 
solve problems (Pramestika et al., 2020; Rati & Rediani, 2020). Critical thinking is a person's cognitive 
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ability to state something with confidence because it is based on logical reasons and strong evidence 
(Meilana et al., 2020). Critical thinking skills allow students to use information sources to produce solutions 
and provide opportunities for students to build relationships (Polat & Aydın, 2020). The ability to think 
critically is one of the important learning outcomes in education (Hart et al., 2021; Yu et al., 2021). Critical 
thinking skills are related to the ability of students to deal with everyday problems (Odebiyi & Odebiyi, 
2021). An innovative learning process is needed to allow students to develop critical thinking skills (Seibert, 
2020; Silberman et al., 2021). In this case, the teacher's role is very important to create learning that 
familiarizes students to think critically.  

One of the teacher's roles is in making lesson plans. The lesson plan is a very important component 
in the learning process. A lesson plan is a written text compiled based on a systematic analysis of student 
development to make learning more effective and efficient by the demands of students and society 
(Sumantri, 2015). A lesson plan is a learning plan whose development refers to a certain basic competency 
in the curriculum or syllabus (Ihsan & Jamal, 2017). Developing a Lesson Plan following the curriculum will 
make the Lesson Plan more effective and efficient. A good lesson plan must be a lesson plan consisting of 
the following aspects; (1) The identity of the school or the name of the education unit; (2) Identity of 
learning content/theme/sub-theme; (3) Class/semester; (4) Subject matter; (5) Time allocation; (6) 
learning objectives; (7) Basic competencies and indicators of competency achievement; (8) Learning 
materials; (9) learning methods; (10) learning media; (11) Learning resources; (12) Learning steps which 
include opening, core and closing activities; and (13) Assessment of learning outcomes. Designing a lesson 
well will implement learning avoid mistakes. Therefore, the learning design must be adjusted to the 
demands of the curriculum. As it is today, the curriculum demands are higher order thinking skills. Drawing 
up a lesson plan with indicators that focus on higher-order thinking skills will familiarize students with 
learning by developing critical thinking skills, which has an impact on HOTS thinking skills. 

Several studies have been carried out relating to HOTS abilities, research which states that there is 
a significant increase in students' higher order thinking skills after learning mathematics with the help of 
HOTS-based worksheets (Purwasi & Fitiyana, 2020). Research which states that the results of data analysis 
are as follows: 1) HOTS assessment is a question or task that has the characteristics: assessing students' 
ability to analyze, evaluate, and create based on contextual problems, and not routine (not familiar); 2) the 
steps for compiling HOTS items are: a) analyzing Basic Competencies that HOTS items can be made, b) 
compiling a blueprint for HOTS items, c) writing down questions on question cards, d) determining answer 
keys (multiple choice questions form) or compiling rubrics/guidelines for assessment (essay form), e) 
conducting qualitative analysis, and f) conducting quantitative analysis; 3) the advantages of HOTS 
assessment are: a) Increasing students' learning motivation and b) improving learning outcomes. and f) 
conduct quantitative analysis; 3) the advantages of HOTS assessment are: a) Increasing students' learning 
motivation and b) improving learning outcomes. and f) conduct quantitative analysis; 3) the advantages of 
HOTS assessment are: a) Increasing students' learning motivation and b) improving learning outcomes 
(Widana, 2017). Research shows that the use of HOTS-based worksheets has a positive and significant effect 
on learning motivation, but the use of HOTS-based worksheets does not have a positive and significant effect 
on science learning outcomes (Karsono, 2017; Purnama & Nurdianingsih, 2019). Based on the above 
phenomena and the importance of integrating higher order thinking skills in the classroom for students, 
this study aims to explore higher order thinking skills and processes in the teacher lesson plan at SMK 
Negeri 3 Singaraja English teachers integrate these skills and abilities. Critical thinking processes in their 
lesson plans. 

 
2. METHOD 

 The type of research conducted is qualitative research. Through qualitative methods, in-depth 
understanding and explanation of the meaning, reality, and related facts can be obtained. Understanding 
qualitative research argues that qualitative research is descriptive, and the data collected is more in the 
form of words or pictures than numbers. This research uses descriptive analysis. This means that 
researchers narratively describe the data. One of the characteristics of the qualitative method is the natural 
setting where face-to-face interactions from time to time to obtain information related to this research use 
descriptive qualitative methods to find answers to research questions. So, this research uses qualitative. A 
method describes and identifies how teachers include High Order Thinking Skills in the English Lesson Plan 
at SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja. This research was conducted at SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja, located in Banyuning, 
Kecamatan Buleleng, Kabupaten Buleleng. It was chosen because SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja is one of the SMKs 
in Buleleng that has implemented Higher Order Thinking Skills. The subject of this research is the twelfth 
grade English teacher at SMK 3 Singaraja, namely Yulistini, S.Pd. In addition, the twelfth grade teacher 
document (English Lesson Plan) at SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja was also used as the subject of this research. The 
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object of this research is the higher order thinking skills and processes identified in the Lesson Plan. Data 
collection methods required certain techniques. The researcher used several data collection techniques in 
this study, namely (1) Observation. The observation was carried out to ask permission to research the 
analysis of the existence of higher-order thinking abilities and processes in the twelfth grade lesson plan at 
SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja. First, the researcher determined a data collection permit at SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja 
from the Faculty of Language and Arts, Ganesha University of Education. Furthermore, the researchers 
received a letter of permission to conduct research from the principal of SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja. (2) 
Documentation is a way of collecting data that produces important notes related to the problem being 
studied, valid and not based on estimates to obtain complete data. (3) interviews were used to collect data 
by asking and answering English teachers at SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja.  

Interviews were used to obtain data on teachers who developed higher order thinking skills in the 
Lesson Plan. In addition, interviews were also conducted to obtain in-depth information about the problem. 
Interviews were also used to find additional and relevant information that was not obtained through the 
analysis process, such as educational background, teaching experience, how to prepare Lesson Plans, etc. 
There are four research instruments: (1) Researchers as a key instrument to collect data. It means that the 
researcher is the main instrument in this study. Researchers decide and observe phenomena in the field. 
(2) Documentation, the documents collected by the researcher are: Lesson Plan and its attachments in the 
form of (a) types/techniques of assessment, (b) forms of assessment instruments and instruments 
including; knowledge assessment, skills assessment, (c) assessment guidelines, (d) remedial, and (e) 
enrichment. (3) Interview Guidelines, the researcher uses interview techniques to obtain data according to 
the data obtained. The researcher conducted a direct dialogue with the research object, namely the English 
teacher who teaches in the twelfth grade of SMK Negeri 3 Singaraja. The guidelines used by researchers are 
questions. Researchers have made structured questions that make it easier for researchers during 
interviews. Interviews were conducted to find out the Lesson Plan, which contains the HOTS domain. (4) 
Checklist, namely the observation checklist used by researchers to obtain data based on the classification 
of types of communication strategies. The observations obtained data from transcription and classification, 
then checked on the observation checklist. This checklist can be obtained through a customized higher 
order thinking skills instrument checklist based on the blueprint for analyzing research instrument 
documents and lesson plans. Data were analyzed through the following steps: (1) Data collection, (2) 
Identification, (3) Classification, (4) Interpretation. To find out that the Lesson Plan design made by the 
English teacher already has indicators of higher-order thinking skills, the researcher analyzed the Lesson 
Plan design on the basic competency components and the Lesson Plan design indicator that contains 
indicators of higher-order thinking skills is the Lesson Plan which includes basic competencies. 
Components, indicators, contain higher order thinking skills at the analyzing, evaluating, and creating level. 
In addition to analyzing the Lesson Plan components that contain indicators of higher-order thinking skills, 
the Lesson Plan is also analyzed for conformity with the provisions contained in Permendikbud no. 103 of 
2014 

 
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Result 
The results showed that the characteristics of higher order thinking skills were identified in the 

Lesson Plan for the twelfth grade English teacher. Higher order thinking skills are included in the 
components of the lesson plan. The lesson plan includes subject identity, core competencies, basic 
competencies, indicators, learning objectives, learning resources, learning materials, learning media, 
learning strategies, learning activities, and assessments. Basic competence refers to the content or 
competence consisting of attitudes, knowledge, and skills that must be mastered by students originating 
from core competencies. These competencies are developed after paying attention to student 
characteristics, initial abilities, and characteristics of subjects. Based on the four Lesson Plans, there are 
eight basic competencies developed in the Lesson Plan: (1) Analyzing the structure of the text and linguistic 
elements to carry out the social functions of factual scientific texts by stating and asking questions about 
factual scientific texts, (2) Capturing meaning in scientific texts factual, oral and written, (3) Distinguishing 
social functions, text structure, and linguistic elements of several oral and written news texts by giving and 
asking for information related to simple news from newspapers/radio/TV, according to the context of their 
use, (4) Capturing contextual meaning related to social functions, text structure, and linguistic elements of 
the text of oral and written news items, in the form of simple newspaper/radio/TV news, (5) Analyzing 
social functions, text structures, and linguistic elements of special texts, spoken and written, in the form of 
a job application letter, (6) Prepare a job application letter, by paying mentioning social functions, text 
structure, and policy elements correct language and in accordance with the context, (7) Analyzing social 
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functions, text structure, and linguistic elements in expressions that initiate the delivery of surprising news 
or information along with their responses, according to the context of their use, (8) Composing spoken and 
written texts to express and respond to expressions that initiate the delivery of surprising news or 
information by paying attention to social functions, text structures, and linguistic elements that are correct 
and in context. It can be said that of the 8 basic competencies, the operational word reflects the HOTS ability.  

HOTS ability can also be seen from the indicators made in operational verbs. Lesson Plan indicators 
use various operational verbs such as indicate, identify, create, create, retell, etc. Based on the four Lesson 
Plans, there are variations in the number of indicators for each basic competency. There are about four 
indicators developed for the knowledge aspect: (1) Identifying the structure of the text and linguistic 
elements to carry out the social function of factual scientific texts, (2) Identifying the text structure of oral 
and written news items by giving and asking for information related to simple news, (3 ) Identify social 
functions, text structures, and linguistic elements of job application texts, (4) Identify social functions, text 
structures, and linguistic elements of surprised expression texts. As for the skills aspect, nine indicators 
were developed; (1) Analyzing the text structure and linguistic elements to carry out the social functions of 
factual scientific texts, (2) Compiling simple written factual scientific texts, (3) Capturing contextual 
meanings related to social functions, text structures, and linguistic elements of oral news texts and written 
items, (4) Composing oral and written news texts, (5) Communicating oral and written news texts, (6) 
Compiling job application letters, (7) Presenting job applications, (8) Composing simple dialogues about 
surprising expressions, (9) Presenting dialog. From the interview results, it is known that the English 
teacher has mastered the preparation of lesson plans well and it is also explained how lesson plans define 
higher order thinking skills. So, the ability of Higher Order Thinking Skills is seen from the operational 
words in the basic competencies and indicators, if they contain operational verbs to create, analyze, 
compose, etc. Included in the realm of Higher Order Thinking Skills. Included in the operational verbs of 
Higher Order Thinking Skills are operational verbs C4, C5, and C6. This means that English teachers always 
design basic competencies and indicators that contain higher-order thinking skills.  

 
Discussion 

The study results indicate that the lesson plan used by the teacher in learning English has included 
the HOTS ability. It can be seen in the basic competencies and indicators that already have operational 
words at the cognitive level C4, C5 and C6. HOTS ability is one of the most important skills in the learning 
process. Higher order thinking skills can make an individual able to interpret, analyze or manipulate the 
information obtained (Noprinda & Soleh, 2019; Pratiwi, 2017). Developing the HOTS ability requires the 
teacher to provide a stimulus that is following the HOTS ability through the provision of problems (Nisa & 
Pahlevi, 2021; Wulandari et al., 2020). HOTS problems are characterized by an assessment based on real 
problems in students' daily lives (Khotimah & Sari, 2020). Integrating HOTS learning will make the learning 
process more fun and encourage active student involvement, which encourages students to know, but also 
to do, to be, and to live together, as well as holistic and authentic (Syudirman & Saputra, 2020). Creating 
such learning, of course, the components of the lesson plans that are designed must also be adjusted to the 
ability of HOTS. HOTS ability indicators are problem solving, decision making, critical thinking, and creative 
thinking (Dinni, 2018; Pratiwi, 2017; Rahayu et al., 2021). These indicators of HOTS capability must be 
stated in the form of indicators in the Lesson Plan, which will later be used as a reference in the learning 
process. Indicators are formulated in operational verbs that can be measured and observed to be used as 
basic formulation instruments.  

Based on these descriptions, it can be said that the Lesson Plan that is designed must be equipped 
with the following aspects; (1) The identity of the school or the name of the education unit; (2) Identity of 
learning content/theme/sub-theme; (3) Class/semester; (4) Subject matter; (5) Time allocation; (6) 
learning objectives; (7) Basic competencies and indicators of competency achievement; (8) Learning 
materials; (9) learning methods; (10) learning media; (11) Learning resources; (12) Learning steps which 
include opening, core and closing activities; and (13) Assessment of learning outcomes. In addition, the RPP 
must also be designed according to the demands of the curriculum. RPP is a learning plan whose 
development refers to a certain basic competency in the curriculum or syllabus (Ihsan & Jamal, 2017), By 
developing a Lesson Plan following the curriculum, it will make the Lesson Plan more effective and efficient. 
What was found in the lesson plans revealed that the English teacher had designed indicators in the form of 
operational verbs and involved aspects of attitudes, aspects of knowledge, and aspects of skills. The results 
of this study can provide benefits for teachers and other researchers. This research can provide additional 
information to teachers about higher order thinking skills in the Lesson Plan so that teachers can consider 
the aspects considered and include more related to higher order thinking skills to develop properly. In 
addition, the teacher will be able to improve and identify the elements or characteristics of higher order 
thinking skills contained in the Lesson Plan. By reading this research, other researchers are given insight to 
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conduct topics related to this research. Other researchers can also conduct several studies that focus on 
certain characteristics or missing characteristics that have not been identified in this study. 

 
4. CONCLUSION 

Higher order thinking skills (HOTS) have been integrated into the implementation plan for English 
language learning. It can be seen from the basic competencies and indicators that already use operational 
words C4, C5 and C6. Lesson plans consisted of core competency subjects, basic competencies, indicators, 
learning objectives, learning materials, learning methods, learning activities, learning media, learning 
resources, and assessments.  
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